
WELCOME!
 We are delighted to have you with us today. You are invited to God’s table to receive communion and to share 
in our community. If you are visiting, please introduce yourself and fill out a Welcome Card. Place the card in 

the offering box or hand it to an usher. If you are looking for a church to call home, you are welcome here!

CHILDREN AT ST. JOHN’S
Children’s Chapel is offered for ages ten and under during the Gospel and Sermon, with infant and toddler care 
in the nursery. We enjoy a family worship service and Children’s Sermon on the second Sunday of the month.

Sunday, September 27, 2026: Proper 21
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

THE WORD OF GOD
PRELUDE		 “Prelude in B minor” Op18, César Franck

OPENING HYMN	 “All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine” vs. 1-5, The Hymnal 477 
The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant		  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People			  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN		       “Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless” vs. 1, 4, The Hymnal 343

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant 		  The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 		  Let us pray. 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, 
that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS 
The People Sit
A Reading From the Hebrew Scriptures						      Exodus 17:1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. 
They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and 
said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 
But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring 
us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall 
I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, 
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that 
the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Lector			   The Word of the Lord.
People			  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-4,12-16
Remaining seated, the Lector and the People say the Psalm responsively

1	 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
 	 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 	  
2	 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
 	 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 	  
3	 That which we have heard and known,
 	 and what our forefathers have told us, *
 	 we will not hide from their children. 	  
4	 We will recount to generations to come
 	 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *



 	 and the wonderful works he has done. 	  
12	 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, *
 	 in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 	  
13	 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
 	 he made the waters stand up like walls. 	  
14	 He led them with a cloud by day, *
 	 and all the night through with a glow of fire. 	  
15	 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
 	 and gave them drink as from the great deep. 	  
16	 He brought streams out of the cliff, *
 	 and the waters gushed out like rivers.

A Reading From the New Testament					     Philippians 2:1-13
If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 
and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Lector			   The Word of the Lord.
People			  Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN		   “What wondrous love is this” vs. 1-2, The Hymnal 439
The People stand as able for the hymn and the Gospel



THE HOLY GOSPEL								        Matthew 21:23-32
Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and 
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will 
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two 
sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later 
he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but 
he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell 
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; 
and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

Deacon 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON				    Brian Nystrom
The People may be seated 

THE NICENE CREED
The People stand as able and say together
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE	
The Intercessor and People pray responsively, kneeling or standing
God, we pray for your holy catholic church; 
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for The Church of Bangladesh in the Anglican cycle of prayer. We pray 
for our partners in ministry, Santa Maria Magdalena in Favorito, Cuba, and AMOS 
Health & Hope, Nicaragua. We pray for Chapel on the Plains, Medicine Bow in our 
own Diocese of Wyoming.

We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Sean; for Bishop Provisional, Todd; for all bishops, 
priests, and deacons; and for all ministers and people. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Donald, our President, and for all the world’s leaders; for those on our 
Military Prayer List: Charlie Ezzell, Lieutenant Commander Wolf Klotz, Lieutenant 
Stephen MacLeod, Second Lieutenant Ben Phocas, and all officers and enlisted 
people.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially for those on our parish 
prayer list, and those we now name.
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
The Church of Bangladesh

Partners in Ministry
Santa Maria Magdalena, 
Favorito, Cuba 
AMOS Health & Hope, 
Nicaragua

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
Chapel on the Plains, 
Medicine Bow

Serving in the Military
Charlie Ezzell
Lt. Commander Wolf Klotz
Lt. Stephen MacLeod
2 Lt. Ben Phocas

In Need of Comfort
Ken Asel
Bissett Family
Brad Boner
Stan Burch
Meghan & Paul Davis
Pattie Dunn
Bruce Erickson
Canon Farney
Penny Gilbert
Joyce Good
Louise Hammersmark
Kiley Hatfield
Bruce Hawtin
John Huyler
William Holbrook
Mandy Loper
Robyn Lundsford
Paige MacLeod
Kip & Lin MacMillan
Mader Family
Brittany & Evan Matthews
McPeak Family
Muffy
Heidi Mason
Dawn McGarvey
Ruth Moran
Tim Oakley
Todd Ousley
Peyton
Marvene Reagan
Jim Ross
Becky & Patrick
Cindy Schaefer
Kent Sanford
Nanci Steveson
Myles Still
Ed & Martha Strange
Betty Terrill
Karen Van Norman
J.C. Whitfield

Celebrating Birthdays
Emily Ambler
Samuel Ayers
Lynn Broos
Anna Brown
Cathie Burkland 
Allison Jones
Catherine Lamp 
Maggie Land
Jessica Long
Abby Lucas
Courtney Marvin 
Steven Ryan

Celebrating Anniversaries 
Petria & Scott Fossel
Valerie & John Goettler
Catherine & Jeff Lamp
Patty & John Lummis



We offer our prayers in thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and those celebrating anniversaries.

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our 
sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The People kneel or stand as able
Celebrant 	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The People stand as able
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		 And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The People sit. The Revelations Newsletter is available in the Narthex and Hansen Hall for more happening around the parish.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY				    “The Potter’s Hand” Darlene Zschech 
		  Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour
		  I know for sure all of my days are held in your hand,
		  crafted into your perfect plan.
		  You gently call me into your presence,
		  guiding me by your Holy Spirit.
		  Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through your eyes.
		  I’m captured by your holy calling.
		  Set me apart, I know you’re drawing me to yourself.
		  Lead me, Lord, I pray.
		  Take me, mold me, use me, fill me.
		  I give my life to the Potter’s hand.
		  Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me.
		  I give my life to the Potter’s hand.



PRESENTATION HYMN				      “From all that dwell below the skies” v. 3, The Hymnal 380
The People stand as able

GREAT THANKSGIVING							              Eucharistic Prayer B
The People stand as able
Celebrant		  The Lord be with you.
People			  And also with you.
Celebrant 		  Lift up your hearts.
People 		  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new 
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS				        “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” from A Community Mass; Richard Proulx, Hymnal S125
The Celebrant and the People sing together  



The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues with the Great Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant 		  We remember his death,
& People 		  We proclaim his resurrection,
			   We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant  		  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
& People		     hallowed be thy Name, 
		                 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

			         on earth as it is in heaven. 
			   Give us this day our daily bread. 
			   And forgive us our trespasses,  

			      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
			   And lead us not into temptation, 

			      but deliver us from evil. 
			   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

			      for ever and ever. Amen.



BREAKING OF THE BREAD
As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept              

“Christ our Passover” from New Plainsong; David Hurd, The Hymnal S154

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome to receive communion in this parish. If it’s your fi rst time to receive communion or the fi rst time in this church, the most 
important thing to know is it’s impossible to do it wrong! We’re glad you’re joining us. You may kneel or stand as you approach the 
communion rail. Place your hands together and clergy will place the wafer in your palm. You may eat the bread and receive communion 
as bread alone. You may dip the bread in the wine chalice (there’s a fancy word for this—intinction) or you may drink from the chalice. In 
that act of receiving communion, we remember the life and teachings of Jesus, along with his death and resurrection, AND it’s something 
we do TOGETHER in order to remember we are all connected—communing with one another through this life and what’s to come. 

A member of the St. John’s Prayer and Healing Ministry is available to be a companion in prayer after the service. 



COMMUNION HYMNS
The People are invited to sing	  			 

“Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness” vs. 1-3, The Hymnal 339

“Rock of ages, cleft for me” vs. 1-3, The Hymnal 685



POST COMMUNION PRAYER
The People kneel or stand as able
Celebrant		  Let us pray.
Celebrant 		  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
& People		  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 		
			   Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 		
			   us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 		
			   through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Priest blesses the people

CLOSING HYMN		  “At the Name of Jesus” vs. 1-4, The Hymnal 435

THE DISMISSAL
As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors of the church for the Dismissal
Deacon		  Alleluia, Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People		 	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE			   “Rigaudon” André Campra

We invite you to join us for the Coffee Hour in Hansen Hall after the service.



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!
To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.

Service is livestreamed to the internet and available for future views from our website. 
Reprint permission for texts and music in this bulletin is obtained from 

Christian Copyright Licensing International license. CCS PERFORMmusic License PML12507
	 CCS WORSHIPcast License WCL12507

The Reverend Jimmy Bartz, Rector
The Reverend Mary Erickson
The Reverend Suzanne Harris 

The Reverend Dr. Travis Helms
The Reverend Brian Nystrom

The Reverend Dr. Christie Laughery, Deacon
Ron Fabry, Music Director

St. John’s Choir
Robyn Reed, Director of Operations

Haley Ross, Director of Communications and Events
Chandler Jackson, Executive Assistant

Dan Potter, Sexton
Tim Miller, Children, Youth and Family

Annie Sampson Administrative Team and Clergy Support
Lonnie Brown, Browse ‘n Buy Manager

Rob Kass, JR Dalby, Matthew Lee, John Millar, Greyson Smith, Audiovisual Team
Brad Flynt, Vestry Senior Warden

Leo Gutierrez, Treasurer
Vestry Members | Brad Abrams, Robert Ayers, John Goettler, Carol Harvey, Bill Hayes, Ragan Jolly, 

Rick Manning, Hadyn Peery, Anne Rutherford, Nancy Vick, M.E. Weber

The Flower Team provides altar flowers for the church on Sundays and when a parishioner dedicates 
flowers to a loved one. The ministry shares these arrangements with those on our In Need of 
Comfort list. If you would like to donate flowers in honor or remembrance of someone, contact 
Haley at haley@stjohnsjackson.org, call 307-733-2603 or use the sign up sheet in Hansen Hall.


