
WELCOME!
 We are delighted to have you with us today. You are invited to God’s table to receive communion and to share 
in our community. If you are visiting, please introduce yourself and fill out a Welcome Card. Place the card in 
the offering plate or hand it to an usher. If you are looking for a church to call home, you are welcome here!

CHILDREN AT ST. JOHN’S
Children’s Chapel is offered for ages ten and under during the Gospel and Sermon, with infant and toddler care 
in the nursery. We enjoy a family worship service and Children’s Sermon on the second Sunday of the month.

Sunday, December 28, 2025
First Sunday after Christmas

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

THE WORD OF GOD
PRELUDE	         “What Is This Lovely Fragrance” Paul Manz

OPENING HYMN	        “Once in royal David’s city” vs. 1, 2, 4, 5, The Hymnal 102
The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant		  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People			  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant 		  The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 		  Let us pray. Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN		       “Away in a Manger” vs. 1, 2, Life Every Voice and Sing 27

THE LESSONS
The People Sit
A Reading From the Hebrew Scriptures						      Isaiah 61:10—62:3
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments 
of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For 
Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the 
dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Lector			   The Word of the Lord.
People			  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:13-21
Remaining seated, the Lector and the People say the Psalm responsively

13	 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *
 	 praise your God, O Zion; 	  
14	 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
 	 he has blessed your children within you. 	  
15	 He has established peace on your borders; *
 	 he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 	  
16	 He sends out his command to the earth, *
 	 and his word runs very swiftly. 	  



17	 He gives snow like wool; *
 	 he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 	  
18	 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
 	 who can stand against his cold? 	  
19	 He sends forth his word and melts them; *
 	 he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 	  
20	 He declares his word to Jacob, *
 	 his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 	  
21	 He has not done so to any other nation; *
 	 to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!

A Reading From the New Testament					     Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore 
the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Lector			   The Word of the Lord.
People			  Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN		   “On this day earth shall ring” vs. 1, 4, The Hymnal 92
The People stand as able for the hymn and the Gospel



THE HOLY GOSPEL									         John 1:1-18
Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People		 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who 
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

Deacon 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON				    Brian Nystrom
The People may be seated                                                                  
A moment of silence will be observed for reflection after the sermon

THE NICENE CREED
The People stand as able and say together
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Intercessor and People pray responsively, kneeling or standing
Beloved friends, in the peace of God, all the gifts we give and receive in these days 
are but small tokens of the gift that shines forth in God’s word made flesh this day. 
From grateful hearts let us pray for all who find themselves longing for this deepest, 
truest gift, saying: O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer.

That the peace proclaimed by angels in the shepherd’s field might be realized 
on every field of war and on every street of violence, O God, in your goodness, 
hear our prayer.

That the child born to us might find in our hearts warm welcome by our openness 
and responsiveness to the needs of the unhoused and the hungry, O God, in your 
goodness, hear our prayer.

That in this time of giving we might become more loving to the lonely, the 
despairing, and those who are grieving, O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer.

That the rejoicing of this day might be a bond leading us to true communion of 
life and praise, 
O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer.

That the joy and consolation of the Wonderful Counselor might enliven all who 
are suffering from injury, disease or illness, O God, in your goodness, hear our 
prayer.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially those on our prayer 
list, and those we now name:
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.
O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially those we name before you: 
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time. 
O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer.

That the blessed hope we celebrate this day might be the fulfillment of all who have 
gone before us in faith, 
O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer. 

For prayers of thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries.
O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer. 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
Anglican Church of Canada
Partners in Ministry
Santa Maria Magdalena, 
Favorito, Cuba 
AMOS Health & Hope, 
Nicaragua
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
Diocesan Staff/TAC
Serving in the Military
Charlie Ezzell
Lt. Commander Wolf Klotz
Lt. Stephen MacLeod
2 Lt. Ben Phocas
In Need of Comfort
Arnie
Ken Asel
Jimmy Bartz 
Betty
Connie Bickner
Breckenridge & Burns Family
Brooks Family
Stan Burch
Kyle Burson
Harriett Butterbaugh
Ronnie Cox
Meghan & Paul Davis
Pattie Dunn
Mary Erickson
Ernie Ferguson
Dan Forman
Penny Gilbert
Joyce Good
Billye Hanan
Bruce Hawtin
Susie Hermanson 
John Hunt
John Huyler
William Hollbrook
Dennis Johnson
Annie Kaiser
Patrick King
Trina Kline
Cresta LaFever
Robyn Lundsford
Emma M.
Ian MacLeod
Kip MacMillan
Mader Family
Heidi Mason
Chris Mayers
Cathy McCrary & Family
Stacy McDaniel
Dawn McGarvey
Peyton
Dennis & Toni Reynolds
Jim Ross
Luca Saufley & Family
Natty Schneider
Flicka Scott
Nanci Steveson
Ed & Martha Strange 
Tesar/Munz Families
Peter Van Roijen
J.C. Whitfield
Celebrating Birthdays
Willa Bodman
Mary Boyd
Dave Denious
Rob Kass
Grace Higley
Jon Hirtle 
Bev McIlnay
Bob Morin
Mark Newcomb
Travis Owen 
Eddie Owens
Chris Stiehl 
Steve Unfried
Celebrating Anniversaries
Bob Ablondi & Deb Wuersch
Those Who Have Died
Midge Crawford
Helga Tesar
Valerie Ware



God of light and of love, you have pierced the quiet of this day by the utterance of your word made flesh. May 
our words of praise and petition be strong echoes of your Christmas Word, so that all might come to the peace 
you promise in Jesus, who we know to be love, this day and forever. Amen.

THE PEACE
The People stand as able
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		 And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The People sit. The Revelations Newsletter is available for more happenings around the parish.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY			   “Still, Still, Still” arr. Norman Luboff
Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow.
For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, Holy star its vigil keeping,
Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow

Sleep, sleep, sleep,’tis the eve of our savior’s birth.
The night is peaceful all around you,
Close your eyes, let sleep surround you,
Sleep, sleep, sleep,’tis the eve of our savior’s birth

Dream, dream, dream, of the joyous day to come.
While guardian angels without number
Watch you as you sweetly slumber.
Dream, dream, dream, of the joyous day to come

PRESENTATION HYMN		  “From All that Dwell Below the Skies” v. 3, Hymnal 380
The People stand as able

Praise God, from whom all bless ings- flow; praise

him, all crea tures- here be low;- praise him a bove,- ye

heaven ly- host: praise Fa ther,- Son, and Ho ly- Ghost.
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

The Hymnal 380, verse 3
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GREAT THANKSGIVING							              Eucharistic Prayer B
The People stand as able
Celebrant		  The Lord be with you.
People			  And also with you.
Celebrant 		  Lift up your hearts.
People 		  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of 
the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered 
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS				              “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” The Hymnal S130, Franz Schubert
The Celebrant & the People sing together  

The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of power and

might, Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord,

God of power and might, hea ven- and earth are

full, full of your glo ry.- Ho -

san na- in the high est.- Ho san- na-

in the high est.- Bless ed- is he who comes

in the name of the Lord. Ho san- na-

in the high est.- Ho sann- na- in the high est.-
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828)S 130 From Deutsche Messe
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant   We remember his death,
& People   We proclaim his resurrection,
   We await his coming in glory;

And we off er our sacrifi ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifi ce, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctifi ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the fi rstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.



BREAKING OF THE BREAD
As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept       

“Jesus Lamb of God” The Hymnal S164, Franz Schubert

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome to receive communion in this parish. If it’s your fi rst time to receive communion or the fi rst time in this church, the most 
important thing to know is it’s impossible to do it wrong! We’re glad you’re joining us. You may kneel or stand as you approach the 
communion rail. Place your hands together and clergy will place the wafer in your palm. You may eat the bread and receive communion 
as bread alone. You may dip the bread in the wine chalice (there’s a fancy word for this—intinction) or you may drink from the chalice. In 
that act of receiving communion, we remember the life and teachings of Jesus, along with his death and resurrection, AND it’s something 
we do TOGETHER in order to remember we are all connected—communing with one another through this life and what’s to come. 

A member of St. John’s Prayer & Healing Ministry is available to be a companion in prayer in the Columbarium to the left of the 
main altar during Communion and following the service. 



COMMUNION HYMNS
The People are invited to sing

“It came upon the midnight clear” vs. 1-4, The Hymnal 89

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
The People kneel or stand as able
Celebrant		  Let us pray.
Celebrant 		  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
& People		  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 		
			   Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 		
			   us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 		
			   through Christ our Lord. Amen.



BLESSING	 	
The Priest blesses the people

CLOSING HYMN	 			   “God rest you merry, gentlemen” vs. 1, 2, 4, The Hynmal 105

THE DISMISSAL
As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors of the church for the Dismissal
Deacon		  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People			  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

POSTLUDE						             “From Heaven Above” (Von Himmel hoch) Wilbur Held

We invite you to join us for Coffee Hour in Hansen Hall after the service.



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!
To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.

Service is livestreamed to the internet and available for future views from our website. 
Reprint permission for texts and music in this bulletin is obtained from 

Christian Copyright Licensing International license #20649511. All rights reserved.
        Permission for streaming music is obtained from Christian Copyright Solutions license 

#12507. All rights reserved.
The Reverend Jimmy Bartz, Rector

The Reverend Mary Erickson
The Reverend Suzanne Harris 

The Reverend Dr. Travis Helms
The Reverend Brian Nystrom

The Reverend Dr. Christie Laughery, Deacon
Ron Fabry, Music Director

St. John’s Choir
Robyn Reed, Director of Operations

Haley Ross, Director of Communications and Events
Chandler Billingham, Executive Assistant

Jean Williams, Administrative Assistant to the Associate Clergy and General Office
Dan Potter, Sexton

Lonnie Brown, Browse ‘N Buy Manager
Rob Kass, Annie Sampson, JR Dalby, Matthew Lee, John Millar, Greyson Smith, Audiovisual Team

Brad Flynt, Vestry Senior Warden
Carol Owens, Junior Warden

Leo Gutierrez, Treasurer
Vestry Members | Brad Abrams, John Goettler, Carol Harvey, Bill Hayes, Ragan Jolly, 

Rick Manning, Hadyn Peery, Anne Rutherford, Nancy Vick, M.E. Weber


