
Sunday, October 5, 2025
The Feast of Francis of Assisi

10:00 a.m. Service
Blessing of the Animals

THE WORD OF GOD
PRELUDE	         “Spirit Blowing through Creation” Marty Haugen

OPENING HYMN	         “All Creatures of Our God and King” vs. 1, 4, 7, The Hymnal 400
The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening							           

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Officiant		  The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Officiant		  Let us pray. 
Most loving God, help us to follow the way of Francis, feeling appreciation, gratitude, and love for your whole 
creation. God, you have made all living things, and we thank you for giving us these animals—our pets and 
companions—who bring us great joy. Give us willing hearts and gentle hands to care for the animals who trust us 
to look after them. By doing so, we share in your love for all creation. We ask this in the name Jesus Christ our 
beloved, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 						                Genesis 1:1-34
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and a great dimness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. On the first day, God created 
light and darkness. On the second day, God created the sky above and the waters below. On the third day, God 
formed the land and called it Earth, and gathered the water and called it Sea. God blessed the earth with vegetation 
and food. On the fourth day, God separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the 
fifth day, God brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in the water, and on the land, and God bid them to 

Treats generously provided by Pet Place Plus.
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A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

Composer harm. Ralph Vaughan WilliamsLyricist Venerable Bede; tr. Benjamin Webb
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be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, God created humankind in God’s image, giving them dominion over the 
animals. God blessed them and bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the seventh day, God saw that everything that 
God had made was very good and God rested and blessed the seventh day and made it sacred. 

Lector			   The Word of the Lord.
People			  Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON				    Brian Nystrom
The People may be seated 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS	
The People stand saying together
Officiant	 Let us pray.
O God, we thank you for all the creatures you have made, so perfect in their kind, great animals like the bison and 
the bear, humorous animals like the otter and the marmot, friendly ones like the dog and the cat, working ones like 
the horse and the mule, timid ones like the squirrel and the rabbit, majestic ones like the elk and the deer, for birds 
with their songs. O Lord, give us such love for your creation, that love may cast out fear, and all your creatures 
may see in humanity their caretaker and friend, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The People bring their animals forward for a blessing

THE PEACE
The People stand as able
Officiant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		 And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The People sit. The Revelations Newsletter is available for more information on what is happening.

OFFERTORY				    “God and Dog” Wendy Francisco
	 I look up and I see God, I look down and see my dog.
	 Simple spelling G O D, same word backwards, D O G.
	 They would stay with me all day. I’m the one who walks away.
	 But both of them just wait for me, and dance at my return with glee.

	 Both love me no matter what - divine God and canine mutt.
	 I take it hard each time I fail, but God forgives, dog wags his tail.
	 God thought up and made the dog, dog reflects a part of God.
	 I’ve seen love from both sides now, it’s everywhere, amen, bow wow.

	 I look up and I see God, I look down and see my dog.
	 And in my human frailty...I can’t match their love for me.	

PRESENTATION HYMN		   “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” v. 3, The Hymnal 380
The People stand as able

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO ST. FRANCIS
The People kneel or stand as able
Officiant		  Let us pray.
Officiant & People
Lord, make us an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let us sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O 
God, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be 
understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen.

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE
The Priest blesses the people

CLOSING HYMN				    “Each Little Flower That Opens” vs. 
1, 2, 4, The Hymnal 405

THE DISMISSAL
As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors for the Dismissal
Deacon		  Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People			  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE						      “Canticle of the Turning” 
Irish traditional; arr. Rory Cooney

We invite you to join us for Biscuit Hour in Hansen Hall after the 
service and the Jackson Indigenous Art Market.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
The Anglican Church of 
Tanzania

Partners in Ministry
Santa Maria Magdalena, 
Favorito, Cuba 
AMOS Health & Hope, 
Nicaragua

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
St. John’s, Powell

Serving in the Military
Charlie Ezzell
Lt. Commander Wolf Klotz
Lt. Stephen MacLeod
2 Lt. Ben Phocas

In Need of Comfort
Ken Asel 
Breckenridge & Burns Family
Stan Burch
Kyle Burson
Harriett Butterbaugh
Hyatt Cheek
Carole Collins
Meghan & Paul Davis
Pattie Dunn
Mary Erickson
Ernie Ferguson
Dan Forman
Penny Gilbert
Wayne Glass
Joyce Good
Billye Hanan
Bruce Hawtin
Susie Hermanson 
John Hunt
John Huyler
Dennis Johnson
Trina Kline
Cresta LaFever
Robyn Lundsford
Kip MacMillan
Heidi Mason
Cathy McCrary & Family
Dawn McGarvey
Ed Owens
Parish Family
Peyton
Dennis & Toni Reynolds
Jim Ross
Flicka Scott
Ed & Martha Strange 
Peter Van Roijen
Valerie Ware
J.C. Whitfield

Celebrating Birthdays
Jeff Deming
John Eimerman
Marti Halverson
Kathie Harrington
Aleathia Hoster
Ragan Jolly
Claire Kraemer 
Georgia Ligori
Mary Ann Moorman
Randell Mayers
Maggie Overdyke
Justin Peters
Haley Ross
Oliver Sanders
Mattias Wilson

Celebrating Anniversaries
Sheri & John Bickner
Jean & Tim Day
Heather & Michael DeVine
Susan & John Jackson
Chilton & Cody Mueller
Emily Naphtal & Julian Stern
Tory & AJ Sanders



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!
To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.

Service is livestreamed to the internet and available for future views from our website. 
Reprint permission for texts and music in this bulletin is obtained from 

Christian Copyright Licensing International license #20649511. All rights reserved.
        Permission for streaming music is obtained from Christian Copyright Solutions license 

#12507. All rights reserved.
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Dan Potter, Sexton

Lonnie Brown, Browse ‘N Buy Manager
Rob Kass, Annie Sampson, JR Dalby, Matthew Lee, John Millar, Greyson Smith, Audiovisual Team

Brad Flynt, Vestry Senior Warden
Carol Owens, Junior Warden

Leo Gutierrez, Treasurer
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