Sunday, October 31, 2021
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Family Service

Rising Dust by Lauren Wright Pittman, 2016

A NOTE REGARDING HEART-FELT LITURGY

We, Episcopalians, are for the most part pretty smart cookies. We love to engage our minds in wrestling with
theological concepts. Many of us have engaged in formation programming like Education For Ministry or
other curricula that build up our intellect in regard to the faith. We immerse ourselves in studying the Bible
or Church History through the lives of holy women and holy men. It’s not bad. It’s good.
And, sorry Enlightenment reformers, reason is NOT the ground of ALL being. We, humans, experience
the world not just through our minds, but equally or sometimes more so through our guts and our hearts.
The liturgy that follows is meant to engage our hearts, to bring our feelings to forefront in our worshiping
encounter with God.
Hey, if you don’t like it, it’s just an experiment. We won’t ever get rid of the beloved liturgy we have from
our Book of Common Prayer. We invite you to open up. We invite you to get curious. We invite you to
encounter God in a way that might be new and unfamiliar, all the while discovering what we always do—
that we are beloved of God.

THE HEART-FELT LITURGY OF THE WORD
PRELUDE					
OPENING HYMN				

“Prelude in E minor” Op. 28, No. 4, Frédéric Chopin
“God is love, let heaven adore him” vs. 1-3, The Hymnal 379

The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant		
Blessings on God, One in Three—Lover, Beloved, and Love
People			
And blessings on all of God’s glory in creation—yesterday, today and always.
God of Love, you know us, trust us and love us. Our lives are wide open to your care and nurture. There are no
secrets between us. Let your Spirit soften us, help us to be open and curious, so that we have an abiding sense
of our own belovedness. Let your light shine through us and upon others in need of living in your love. Amen.

REPEATING VERSICLE

“Take, O Take Me As I Am”

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant 		
God is with you.
People 		
And God is with you, too.
Let us pray.
Celebrant 		

God of grace, sustain us and strengthen us to do your loving work in the world; teach us to love not only in
mind and heart but in purpose and action, in intent and impact; through Jesus Christ, who loves with you and
the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

The People Sit

THE LETTER				
A Reading from Brother Roger’s Last Letter to Taize
All who choose to love and to say it with their life are led to ask themselves one of the most compelling questions
of all: how can we ease the pain and the torment of others, whether they are close at hand or far away? But what
does it mean to love? Could it be to share the suffering of the most ill-treated? Yes, that’s it. Could it mean having
infinite kind-heartedness and forgetting oneself for others, selflessly? Yes, certainly. And again: what does it
mean to love? Loving means forgiving, living as people who are reconciled. And reconciliation always brings a
springtime to the soul.
THE POEM									
Little Prayer by Danez Smith
The Lector will read the poem once, then we will all read it together, then the Lector will read it alone a third time

let ruin end here

let ruin end here

let ruin end here

let them find honey
where there was once a slaughter

let them find honey
where there was once a slaughter

let them find honey
where there was once a slaughter

let them enter the lion’s cage
& find a field of lilacs

let them enter the lion’s cage
& find a field of lilacs

let them enter the lion’s cage
& find a field of lilacs

let this be the healing
& if not let it be

let this be the healing
& if not let it be

let this be the healing
& if not let it be

THE STORY										
Mark 12:28-34

THE REFLECTION			

A moment of silence will be observed for reflection

Jimmy Bartz

AN AFFIRMATION AND ASPIRATION OF BELIEF

The People stand as able and say together

We believe in a God
Both strong and loving
Maker of all that is
Both the known and the mysterious.
We believe in a God come among us, Emmanuel, Jesus,
There in the beginning of time, and here today,
Creating, Teaching, Healing, Loving humanity
And all creatures and creation.
An eye to eye, nose to nose, chin to chin God
Come down from Heaven to remind us we are loved.
He suffered, as we have suffered.
He died a violent death.
And three days past, he was among us, again,
Alive, again, and loving, he nurtures us
To a new way of living in the light.
We believe in a God who is Spirit,
One with Creator and Jesus
There, too, in the beginning of time and here today.
She is always alongside us, as we live a life of love.
She animates us and calls us to higher living.
She speaks to us in dreams, visions, prayers, and experiences
drawing us closer to Her Kingdom.
We believe we are the shelter of each other.
We remember through ritual, song and story
All the while looking for God come again.

HEARTFELT PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Intercessor Prays the prayers. The People respond with “Yes, God Yes!”

Brother Jesus, quiet our racing minds. Open us up. Soften our hearts. Come alongside us and guide us back
toward the central truth of our lives—your unconditional love for us. Remind us that we are enough.
God, open unto us.
Yes, God, Yes!
Sister Spirit, breathe your breath into our lives. Partner with us to bring comfort, care, nurture and healing into
the lives of all who are within our reach. Help us to reach out to one another in the work of mending broken
hearts, restoring distressed minds, and strengthening weakened bodies. Hear us as we pray for those we love.
We invite a chorus of prayers for those we love.

God, open unto us.
Yes, God, Yes!

Father, Mother, Creator, open our hearts, minds and hands, so that your love can flow through us. Awaken us to
the poetry of everyday life—in our waking and in our sleeping, in meals shared, in laughter and in tears, in the
expansive beauty of your creation. Bring us the courage to love others and to receive their love in return.
God, open unto us.
Yes, God, Yes!
God of love, hear the impassioned prayers rising deep from within us. Open unto us as we open our hearts and
our souls unto you and strengthen us to know and to love, as you do; through our brother Jesus, our sister Spirit,
and our Creator God. Amen.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer
The Episcopal / Anglican
Province of Alexandria
Partner Parishes
Church of St. John the
Evangelist, Hastings, England
Santa Maria Magdalena,
Favorito, Cuba
La Gran Familia,
Cuauhtémoc, Mexico

HEARTFELT CONFESSION

The People kneel or stand as able

Celebrant

God, you are merciful.
We struggle to connect with you
In what we think, in what we say, and in what we do.
Sometimes we’re afraid to act at all.
Sometimes your love feels like it’s just too much,
And we get scared.
Sometimes it feels unbelievable—too good to be true.
We are afraid to love ourselves
As we are afraid to love others
Meet us here, God,
So that we might live the life of love
You built for us.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
55th Annual Convention
Serving in the Military
Lt. Lee M. Barker
Specialist August Boldt
Charlie Ezzell
Major Alic Kelso
Lt. Wolf Klotz
In Need of Comfort
Ken Asel
Eric Bertelson
Paul Blumenauer
Carol Bocker
Rebecca Bollman
Stan Burch
Carol Coxhead
Meghan Davis
Kathy Dean
Pauline Egan
Chris Glatzer
Bo Holder
Katy & Tom Klotz
Robin Koop
Ned Leyendecker
Kip MacMillan
Cliff Martin
John Oaks
Tony Paulus
Jim Ross
Sales Family
Susie Sheffield
Dee Dee Sorsby
Jim Thomas
Kim Tsamoutales
Barbara Tucker
Celebrating Birthdays
Burke Baker
Timothy Brown
John Carey
Laura Davenport
Richard Dean
Annette Eastman
Phillip Fleischman
Max French
Kathleen Guiterrez
Carol Harvey
Jen Kandolin
Gretchen Long
Amanda Macfarlane
Mark Nowlin
Sonny Patricelli
Charlie Phocas
Glenda Ramsay
Cecily Ross
Hanley Sayers
Laynie Sheehan
Virginia Smith
Betty Terrill
Isabel Zumel
Celebrating Anniversaries
Rob & Anna Mae Kass
Wayne & Ruth Glass
Fred & Julia Gaston
Chris & Meredy Stiehl
Names will be kept on the
prayer list for one month, unless
requested otherwise. All prayer
list requests and inquiries should
be sent to a member of the clergy
or the pastoral care team.

Let’s speak transparently about our struggle.

Celebrant
		
		

There, there. You’re alright. You’re in the soft but strong grip of God.
Take a breath. Reconnect. You’re right where you’re supposed to be.
You are enough. You are beloved. Amen.

THE PEACE

The People stand as able

Celebrant
People		

May God’s peaceful nature settle into your hearts.
And into yours.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The People sit. See the Revelations e-Newsletter for what is happening around the parish or sign up
on our website.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY				

“Change My Heart, O God” Eddie Espinosa

PRESENTATION HYMN

“From All that Dwell Below the Skies” v. 3, The Hymnal 380

The People stand as able

A GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR CHILDREN

The People stand as able

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

God is with you.
And God is with you, too.
Open our hearts wide.
Our hearts are open and loving.
Let us be grateful.
It is good to be grateful to God.

Thank you, God of Love, for making us and our wonderful world. Wherever we are in your world, we are
surrounded by your creative and loving work. Brother Jesus lived as one of us; Brother Jesus died on the cross
for us; Brother Jesus is alive, again; Brother Jesus is with us now.
So, with the angels and everyone in heaven, we sing together:

SANCTUS 								
The Celebrant & the People sing together

The Glendalough Mass, Liam Lawton

The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues with the Great Thanksgiving

Great and wonderful God, we remember when Brother Jesus had dinner with his friends the night before he
died, he took bread, he thanked you, broke it, and gave it to his friends and said: Take this and eat it – this is my
body, given for you. Do this to remember me, showing us the that time around the table together is essential in
our practice of the faith.
After supper, Brother Jesus took the cup of wine; he thanked you, gave it to his friends and said: All of you
drink from this cup, because this is my blood – the promise of God’s love spoken and lived in a new way. Do
this every time you drink it to remember me and our way of being together.
Together we remember that Brother Jesus is always with us as we say:
Celebrant 		
& People 		
			

Christ has died.
Christ is with us.
Christ will always be with us.

So loving God, remembering how dearly Brother Jesus loves, we will love him too. Send your Holy Spirit,
gentle as a dove, on us and on these gifts, so that, with everyone who eats and drinks this bread and wine,
the body and blood of Jesus, we may be full of your life and goodness. Help us all to walk hand in hand with
Brother Jesus and to live our lives for him.
All honor and glory belong to you, Father, through Brother Jesus, your Son, with the Holy Spirit: one God, for
ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Celebrant 		
& People		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept

Celebrant		

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Glendalough Mass, Liam Lawton

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast. All are welcome to receive communion. In the spirit of caring for one another in
this time of pandemic the bread only will be distributed. After disinfecting their own hands, the priest will place the communion wafers
in the hands of the people. For now, no common cup will be served. If you are unable to come forward, and desire communion, please
notify an usher, and the priest will bring the bread to you. If, for whatever reason, you do not wish to receive bread, you are invited to
come forward for a blessing.
A member of St. John’s Healing Ministry is available to be a companion in prayer in the Columbarium during Communion.

COMMUNION HYMN						

POST COMMUNION PRAYER					

The People kneel or stand as able

Celebrant 		
Let us pray.
Celebrant & People
			Open unto me — light for my darkness.
			
Open unto me — courage for my fear.
			
Open unto me — hope for my despair.
			
Open unto me — peace for my turmoil.
			
Open unto me — joy for my sorrow.
			
Open unto me — strength for my weakness.
			
Open unto me — wisdom for my confusion.
			
Open unto me — forgiveness for my sins.
			
Open unto me — love for my hates.
			
Open unto me — thy Self for my self.

“I Have Loved You” Michael Joncas

Prayer: Open Unto Me, Howard Thurman

BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people

God blesses you and loves you; God’s face shines through your face; God’s heart beats through your heart.
Walk gracefully with God as God lifts you up and offers you peace. And may the blessing of God, Mother,
Father, Brother, Sister be upon you today and every day to come. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

THE DISMISSAL

As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors of the church for the Dismissal

Deacon
People

POSTLUDE

Happy, happy, joy, joy! Go into the world with a full and loving heart to do God’s work.
Thank you God! Happy, happy, joy, joy!
“Toccata in D-minor” BWV 565, Johann Sebastian Bach

Join us for a Spook-taclar Coﬀee Hour in Hansen Hall
followed by a Halloween scavenger hunt around the campus.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.
Service is livestreamed to the internet and available for future views from our website.
Reprint permission for texts and music in this bulletin is obtained from
Christian Copyright Licensing International license #20649511. All rights reserved.
Permission for streaming music is obtained from Christian Copyright Solutions license #12507. All rights reserved.
GET TO KNOW OUR LEADERSHIP!
The Reverend Jimmy Bartz, Rector
The Reverend Brian Nystrom
The Reverend Mary Erickson
The Reverend Suzanne Harris
The Reverend Lynne Matthews, Deacon
Ron Fabry, Music Director
Eric Woodson, Soloist
St. John’s Choir
Pam Woodson, Parish Life
Robyn Reed, Director of Operations
Haley Deming, Communications Director
Anne Bell, Assistant to the Pastoral Staff
Stephanie Abbey, Administrative Assistant
Tim Schwarz, Sexton
Lonnie Brown, Browse ‘N Buy Manager
Rob Kass, Annie Sampson, JR Dalby, Haley Deming, Robyn Reed, Lonnie Brown, Audiovisual Team

