December 24, 2021
The Eve of the Nativity
3:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Family Christmas Pageant
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

We are delighted to have you with us this evening. We are offering infant and toddler care in the nursery.
You are invited to God’s table to receive communion and to share in our community. If you are visiting, please
introduce yourself and fill out a Welcome Card. Place the card in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.
If you are looking for a church to call home, you are welcome to join us in making a love-spreading difference
in Jackson Hole and beyond.

The altar flowers are in memory of Bob and Dine Dellenback, given by the family.
PRELUDE 							

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Wilbur Held

OPENING HYMN
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” vs. 1, 3, 6, The Hymnal 83
The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening							

ACCLAMATION
Celebrant 		
This is a night like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing and journey toward 		
			

Bethlehem. The children will help to show us the way.

Celebrant 		

Let us pray. Bless us Jesus, born in Bethlehem, where the animals and angels, shepherds
and seekers, together, behold your face. In this holy Christmas, give us the riches of your
poverty and show us the power of your weakness as we join the angels in proclaiming
your praise; Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and for ever. Amen.

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The People may be seated.
Welcome to this celebration in which we relive the story of Jesus’ birth! At the end of the story, all the children come forward—with
their parents, if necessary—to place stars around and in the crèche as everyone sings “Joy to the World.”

HYMN

						

“It Came upon the midnight clear” v. 1, The Hymnal 89

The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

HYMN
							 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” v. 1, The Hymnal 79
The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir as the Animals come forward
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

HYMN

“Once in royal David’s city” v. 1, The Hymnal 102
The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir as Mary & Joseph come forward

							

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

HYMN
						
“Away in a Manger” v. 1, Lift Every Voice and Sing 27
The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir as Baby Jesus comes forward
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

HYMN

“The first Nowell the angel did say” v. 1, The Hymnal 109
The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir as Shepherds and Angels come forward

						

The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
		Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
		
born is the King of Israel

HYMN

“We three kings” v. 1, The Hymnal 128
The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir as Camels and Wise People come forward.

								

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
		O star of wonder, star of night,
		
star with royal beauty bright;
		
westward leading, still proceeding,
		
guide us to thy perfect light!

HYMN

						 “Joy to the world! the Lord is come” vs. 1, The Hymnal 100

The People are invited to sing with St. John’s Children’s Choir as children come forward with stars to place inside the crèche

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.

THE SERMON				

The People may be seated
A moment of silence will be observed for reflection after the sermon

Jimmy Bartz

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Intercessor and People pray responsively, kneeling or standing

Intercessor
My sisters and brothers, in the peace of God, all the gifts we shall give and receive in these days are but small
tokens of the gift that shines forth in God’s word made flesh this night. From grateful hearts let us pray for all who
find themselves longing for this deepest, truest gift, saying: O God, in your goodness, hear our prayer.
Intercessor
That the peace proclaimed by angels in the shepherd’s field might be realized on every field of war and on
every street of violence, O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That the child born to us might find in our hearts warm welcome by our openness to the needs of the
homeless and the hungry, O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That in this time of giving we might become more responsive to the abandoned, the despairing, and the
mourning, O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That the rejoicing of this day might be a bond leading us to true communion of life and worship, O God, in
your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That the joy and consolation of the Wonderful Counselor might enliven all who are struck down by disease and
illness, O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially those on our prayer list, and those we now name:
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially those we name before you:
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

That the blessed hope we celebrate this night might be the fulfillment of all who have gone before us in faith, O
God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
Intercessor
God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet of this night by the utterance of your word in our flesh.
May our words of praise and petition be strong echoes of your Christmas word, so that all might come to the
peace you promise in Jesus, who is Lord and God this night and forever.

THE PEACE

The People stand as able
Celebrant		

People			

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The People may be seated. Please see Revelations Newsletter for a more in-depth look at what is happening in and around the parish.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY

		

Come, Lord Jesus. Come, and be born in our hearts.
Come, O Prince of Peace. Come, and be born in our hearts.
Our hearts are open. Come, and be born in our hearts.
Come, Emmanuel. Come, and be born in our hearts.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come, and be born in our hearts.

“Come, Lord Jesus” Cary Landry

The People are invited to sing 					

“God rest you merry, gentlemen” vs. 1, 2, 4, The Hymnal 105

PRESENTATION HYMN

“From All that Dwell Below the Skies” v. 3, The Hymnal 380

The People stand as able

GREAT THANKSGIVING			

Wyoming Eucharistic Prayer

The People remain standing

Celebrant		
People			
Celebrant 		
People 		
Celebrant 		
People 		

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We thank you, Creator God, that we live in a place where the glorious revelation of you is all around us. The
prairie bursts with song from wind and birds and waving grasses. The abundance of animals roaming freely
reminds us of our own freedom and the many ways you provide sustenance in your kingdom. From the depths
of the ocean floor, you lifted your massive mountains and pointed them toward the heavens.
We, like your Son, our Lord, are called to these high places to get away and rest in communion with you. We
marvel as we wander through stately pines and twirling aspens along the creeks, where trout dance on their
tails above the rocks, and deer and elk sip from the water’s edge. And we remember that you have given us the
Living Water to quench our thirst. Our spirit is refreshed and our strength renewed.
We welcome the passing of seasons in broad circles of time, with anticipation of new things to come, and we
recognize that same feeling of hope that encircles our faith. Our lives are lived between sunrises and sunsets and
brilliant colors. But at night, the limitless stars have a way of pushing back the boundaries of our lives and we
dream of heaven and your wonder.
And with all these blessings of your creation around us, O God, we come together in communities on the
prairie, by rivers and streams, on mountain tops, and in their shadows in the valley, to receive your Word, which
has been sown in rich soil and grown into a fruitful crop in the Body of Christ.
And so we join with saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we sing,

The

powerand the gloryand the story

SANCTUS

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” The Hymnal S130

The Celebrant and the People sing together

The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues

As we gather to praise your name, we see your greatest glory, your Son our Savior, reflected in each other’s
faces and we know the magnitude of your love for us and ours for you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus
was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again,
he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world
you have made. In the fullness of time, bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Celebrant 		
Our Father, who art in heaven,
& People		
hallowed be thy Name,
		
thy kingdom come,
			
thy will be done,
			
on earth as it is in heaven.
			
Give us this day our daily bread.
			
And forgive us our trespasses,
			
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
			
And lead us not into temptation,
			
but deliver us from evil.
			
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
			
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept

Celebrant		

“Jesus Lamb of God” The Hymnal S164

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast. All are welcome to receive communion. In the spirit of caring for one another in
this time of pandemic the bread only will be distributed. After disinfecting their own hands, the priest will place the communion wafers
in the hands of the people. For now, no common cup will be served. If you are unable to come forward, and desire communion, please
notify an usher, and the priest will bring the communion to you. If, for whatever reason, you do not wish to receive bread, you are invited
to come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The People are invited to sing

“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Robert MacGimsey,
“Angels we have heard on high vs. 1-4, The Hymnal 96

“He Whom Shepherd Men Came Praising” Paul Manz

LIGHTING OF THE PEOPLE’S CANDLES

The Choir will ﬁrst light their candles from the Christ Candle, then pass the light to other worshipers.

POST COMMUNION HYMN						

“Silent Night” The Hymnal 111

Children’s Choir will sing v. 1, the People are invited to sing vs. 2-3

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

The People kneel or stand as able, you may extinguish your flame

Celebrant		
Celebrant 		
& People		
			
			

Let us pray.
Most loving God, creator and redeemer, we give thanks for this foretaste of your
glory. Through Christ and with all your saints, we offer ourselves and our lives
to your service. Send us out in the power of your Spirit, to stand with you in your
world. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the servant, our friend and brother. Amen.

BLESSING		

The Priest blesses the people

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the
darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you
heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
for ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN					

“Hark! the herald angels sing” vs. 1-3, The Hymnal 87

THE DISMISSAL

As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors of the church for the Dismissal
Deacon		 Alleluia, Alleluia.

			
People			
			

Go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

POSTLUDE							

“God Rest You Merry Gentlemen” Wilbur Held

Thank you to our participants in today’s service!
Children’s Choir Members
Anabel Bradford, Helen Feagin, Elsie Ligori, Lily Overcast
Children’s Pageant Players
Gil Adams, Narrator
Jake Dandridge, Narrator
Hanna Gotham, Narrator
Virginia Adams, Mary
Emmett Osler, Joseph
Cupcake Adams, Star
Angels
Coral Farney, Clayton Flynt, Harper DiPrisco, Simms Long, Colter Moore
Maggie Overdyke, Evelyn Overdyke, Addieson Rivinius-Bommer
Shepherd, Wise People and Camel
Charlie Bradley, Whitaker Bradford, CJ Deming, Beckett DiPrisco, Colton Farney, Jack Flynt, Bea Bea Higley,
Tripp Long, Al Macker, Wils Moore, Henderson Osler
Animals and Sheep
Stuart Bradley, Arlo Cox, Owen Cox, Peter Freeburg, Gordon Hazard, Russell Hazard,
River Higley, Jamie Ligori, George Ligori, Woody Macker
Acolytes
Hanna Gotham, Parker Gotham, Oscar Jaubert

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.
Service is live streamed to the internet and available for future views from our website.
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