Sunday, September 8, 2019: Proper 18
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Family Service

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS!

We are delighted to have you with us today. You are invited to God’s table to receive communion and to share
in our community. If you are visiting, please introduce yourself and fill out a Welcome Card. Place the card in
the offering plate or hand it to an usher. If you are looking for a church to call home, you are welcome here!

CHILDREN AT ST. JOHN’S

Children’s Chapel is offered for ages ten and under during the Gospel and Sermon, with infant and toddler care
in the nursery. We enjoy a family worship service and Children’s Sermon on the second Sunday of the month.

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING HYMN

The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening					

“Lift High the Cross” vs. 1-3, The Hymnal 473

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant		
People			

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” vs. 1, 2, 4

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant 		
The Lord be with you.
People 		
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Celebrant 		

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own
strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The People Sit

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Look at what I’ve done for you today: I’ve placed in front of you life and good, death and evil. And I command
you today: Love God, your God. Walk in his ways. Keep his commandments, regulations, and rules so that you
will live, really live, live exuberantly, blessed by God, your God, in the land you are about to enter and possess.
But I warn you: If you have a change of heart, refuse to listen obediently, and willfully go off to serve and worship
other gods, you will most certainly die. You won’t last long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter
and possess. I call Heaven and Earth to witness against you today: I place before you life and death, blessing and
curse. Choose life so that you and your children will live. And love God, your God, listening obediently to him,
firmly embracing him. Oh yes, he is life itself, a long life settled on the soil that God, your God, promised to give
your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Lector			
People			

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1

Remaining seated, the Lector and the People say the Psalm responsively

1
2
3
4
5
6

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

A Reading From the New Testament
Philemon 1-21
I, Paul, am a prisoner for the sake of Christ, here with my brother Timothy. I write this letter to you, Philemon,
my good friend and companion in this work—also to our sister Apphia, to Archippus, a real trooper, and to the
church that meets in your house. God’s best to you! Christ’s blessings on you! Every time your name comes up in
my prayers, I say, “Oh, thank you, God!” I keep hearing of the love and faith you have for the Master Jesus, which
brims over to other believers. And I keep praying that this faith we hold in common keeps showing up in the good
things we do, and that people recognize Christ in all of it. Friend, you have no idea how good your love makes me
feel, doubly so when I see your hospitality to fellow believers. In line with all this I have a favor to ask of you. As
Christ’s ambassador and now a prisoner for him, I wouldn’t hesitate to command this if I thought it necessary, but
I’d rather make it a personal request. While here in jail, I’ve fathered a child, so to speak. And here he is, handcarrying this letter—Onesimus! He was useless to you before; now he’s useful to both of us. I’m sending him back
to you, but it feels like I’m cutting off my right arm in doing so. I wanted in the worst way to keep him here as your
stand-in to help out while I’m in jail for the message. But I didn’t want to do anything behind your back, make
you do a good deed that you hadn’t willingly agreed to. Maybe it’s all for the best that you lost him for a while.
You’re getting him back now for good—and no mere slave this time, but a true Christian brother! That’s what he
was to me—he’ll be even more than that to you. So if you still consider me a comrade-in-arms, welcome him back
as you would me. If he damaged anything or owes you anything, chalk it up to my account. This is my personal
signature—Paul—and I stand behind it. (I don’t need to remind you, do I, that you owe your very life to me?) Do
me this big favor, friend. You’ll be doing it for Christ, but it will also do my heart good. I know you well enough
to know you will. You’ll probably go far beyond what I’ve written. And by the way, get a room ready for me.
Because of your prayers, I fully expect to be your guest again. Epaphras, my cellmate in the cause of Christ, says
hello. Also my coworkers Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. All the best to you from the Master, Jesus Christ!
Lector			
People			

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SEQUENCE HYMN

The People stand as able for the hymn and the Gospel
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

luKe 14:25-33
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
One day when large groups of people were walking along with him, Jesus turned and
told them, “Anyone who comes to me but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse,
children, brothers, sisters—yes, even one’s own self!—can’t be my disciple. Anyone
who won’t shoulder his own cross and follow behind me can’t be my disciple. “Is
there anyone here who, planning to build a new house, doesn’t first sit down and
figure the cost so you’ll know if you can complete it? If you only get the foundation
laid and then run out of money, you’re going to look pretty foolish. Everyone passing
by will poke fun at you: ‘He started something he couldn’t finish.’ “Or can you
imagine a king going into battle against another king without first deciding whether
it is possible with his ten thousand troops to face the twenty thousand troops of the
other? And if he decides he can’t, won’t he send an emissary and work out a truce?
“Simply put, if you’re not willing to take what is dearest to you, whether plans or
people, and kiss it good-bye, you can’t be my disciple.
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON

The People may be seated
A moment of silence will be observed for reﬂection after the sermon

THE NICENE CREED

Jimmy Bartz

booK of common prayer (bcp): p. 358

The People stand as able and say together

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Intercessor and People pray responsively, kneeling or standing

CONFESSION OF SIN
The People kneel or stand as able

THE PEACE

The People stand as able

Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

bcp: form iii, p. 387
bcp: p. 360

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The People sit. The Revelations Newsletter is available in the Narthex and Hansen Hall for more information on what is happening
around the parish.

THE BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Wendy Claire Barrie

The Children are invited to gather in the front with his/her backpack

God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers and students who fill them
each day. We thank you for this new beginning, for new books and new ideas. We thank you for sharpened pencils,
pointy crayons, and crisp blank pages waiting to be filled. We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and trying
again. Help us to remember that asking the right questions is as important as giving the right answers. Today we
give you thanks for these your children, and we ask you to bless them with curiosity, understanding and respect.
May their backpacks be a sign to them that they have everything they need to learn and grow this year in school.
May they be guided by your love. All this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his
longing to learn about you, and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY

To ev’rything there is a season, there is a time for all good things;
A time to plant and a time to reap, a time to lose, a time to keep;
A time to weep, a time to laugh, a time to mourn, a time to dance.
To ev’rything there is a season; there is a time for all good things.
A time to follow, a time to lead, a time to speak and a time to heed;
A time to sleep, a time to wake, a time to give and a time to take.
For all blessings of our God, are given us that we might have
A time to live and a time to share, a time to love and a time to care.

“A Time for All Things” by Douglas Wagner

PRESENTATION HYMN

“In The Lord” Taize

The People stand as able

Repeat

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The People remain standing

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

wyoming euchariStic prayer

We thank you, Creator God, that we live in a place where the glorious revelation of you is all around us. The
prairie bursts with song from wind and birds and waving grasses. The abundance of animals roaming freely
reminds us of our own freedom and the many ways you provide sustenance in your kingdom. From the depths of
the ocean floor, you lifted your massive mountains and pointed them toward the heavens.
We, like your Son, our Lord, are called to these high places to get away and rest in communion with you. We
marvel as we wander through stately pines and twirling aspens along the creeks, where trout dance on their tails
above the rocks, and deer and elk sip from the water’s edge. And we remember that you have given us the Living
Water to quench our thirst. Our spirit is refreshed and our strength renewed.
We welcome the passing of seasons in broad circles of time, with anticipation of new things to come, and we
recognize that same feeling of hope that encircles our faith. Our lives are lived between sunrises and sunsets and
brilliant colors. But at night, the limitless stars have a way of pushing back the boundaries of our lives and we
dream of heaven and your wonder.
And with all these blessings of your creation around us, O God, we come together in communities on the prairie,
by rivers and streams, on mountain tops, and in their shadows in the valley, to receive your Word, which has been
sown in rich soil and grown into a fruitful crop in the Body of Christ.
And so we join with saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,
SANCTUS							
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” Wonder, Love, and Praise 858

The Celebrant & the People sing together

The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues with the Great Thanksgiving

As we gather to praise your name, we see your greatest glory, your Son our Savior, reflected in each other’s faces
and we know the magnitude of your love for us and ours for you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at
table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he
gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world
you have made. In the fullness of time, bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

THE LORD’S PRAYER						
BREAKING OF THE BREAD

As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept					

Celebrant		

BCP: p. 364
“Alleluia” Taize

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast. Children of any age and people of any denomination are welcome to receive
communion. Gluten-free hosts are available upon request. If you are unable to come forward, but desire Communion, please notify an
usher. If, for whatever reason, you do not wish to receive bread or wine, you are invited to come forward for a blessing.
A member of St. John’s Healing Ministry is available to be a companion in prayer in the Columbarium during Communion.

COMMUNION HYMNS

The People are invited to sing 				

“All Who Hunger Gather Gladly” Wonder Love and Praise 761

“You Shall Cross the Barren Desert” Wonder Love and Praise 811

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
The People kneel or stand as able

Let us pray. Most loving God, creator and redeemer, we give thanks for this foretaste of your glory.
Through Christ and with all your saints, we offer ourselves and our lives to your service. Send us out in
the power of your Spirit, to stand with you in your world. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the servant,
our friend and brother. Amen.

BLESSING		

The Priest blesses the people

May our hearts feel the song of the meadowlark, our minds the clearness of the mountain air, and our souls the
freedom of the soaring eagle. May our faith be renewed as the creek in spring, may we celebrate the saving
redemption of the Cross in all its mysteries, may we always feel the love of the community of Christ. And may
the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer and Giver of Life, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN				

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” vs. 1-4 The Hymnal 493

THE DISMISSAL

As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors of the church for the Dismissal
Deacon		 Alleluia, Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People			

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
We invite you to join us for Coffee Hour in Hansen Hall after the service.

