Sunday, September 20, 2020: Proper 20
SiXteenth Sunday aFter PenteCost
St. John’s LiVe

OPENING HYMN

“Lead on, O King Eternal” The Hymnal 555

ANNOUNCEMENTS

See the Revelations e-Newsletter for more information on what is happening around the parish or sign up on our website.

MOMENT OF QUIET

Our service begins with the ringing of a bell and moment of intentional quiet.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Clergy Leader
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

God of Love, you know our inner-most thoughts and the deepest secrets of our hearts. Holy Spirit, move into
our lives with your mercy and forgiveness, cleanse us and make us whole, so that we are ready to serve you and
your creation with love. Amen.
Clergy Leader		
Lord, have mercy.
People			
Christ, have mercy.
Clergy Leader		
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Clergy Leader		
The Lord be with you.
People 		
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Clergy Leader		

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are
placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

A New Testimony Reading by Howard Thurman, (1899-1981)
We may, all of us have our moments when it seems that life is taking out all of its grievances upon us, that others
around us are permitted to make their purchases at life’s bargain counters while we are forced to pay and pay and
pay all that the traffic can bear, and more. If this be our mood then there is no antidote quite like a central chuckle
of the spirit. Humor may not be laughter, it may not even be a smile; it is primarily a point of view, and attitude
toward experience—a tangent. It requires a certain quality of objectivity—the inspired ability to step aside and
see one’s self go by.
Psalm 145:1-8
Typically, we read the Psalms responsively. Online, we will read the Psalms in unison as a symbol of our enduring connection.
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I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.
Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to his greatness.
One generation shall praise your works to another *
and shall declare your power.
I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.
They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
and I will tell of your greatness.
They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

Philippians 1:21-30
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not
know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,

whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents.
For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are having
the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Clergy
People

THE HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 20:1-16
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about
three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said
to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give
to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

Mary Erickson, Jimmy Bartz, Suzanne Harris

During our time of worship over the web, our sermons will be a conversation among the clergy.

MAKE YOUR OWN EXPRESSION OF LOVE

An opportunity to apply what the story teaches us to creatively embody the faith in real time.

MUSIC

Andrew Todd, piano
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THE NICENE CREED

The People stand as able and say together

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Clergy Leader and People pray responsively

Clergy Leader
With all our heart and mind, let us pray to God, saying: O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
In this time of confusion, vulnerability and uncertainty, let us pray to God.
O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That our spiritual leaders may serve your people in ways that demonstrate your
love and healing power, let us pray to God. O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

That the leaders of this nation, and all others in authority, may be guided by your Wisdom, and find strength and
courage to know and accomplish your purposes in the midst of these troubling times, let us pray to God. O God,
in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That all peoples of the earth, especially the most vulnerable among us, be kept safe. Let us pray to God for the
special needs of our congregation, especially those on our parish prayer list.
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

That we, your people may find joy in compassion and unity, that we may find new ways to connect and love one
another. Let us pray to God in thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries:
O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That we may have patience as your work in the world unfolds. That we do not fall into despair but rise in hope,
let us pray to God. O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That those who have died may find peace and joy among the communion of saints, let us pray to God.
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

Clergy Leader
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give
glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE

Clergy Leader		
People			

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER FOR HEALING

God whose vision spans all the ages of the earth, help us to see in this moment the pain and suffering our sisters
and brothers are subjected to, and give us the will to right the wrongs we have done, by our actions and our
inactions. Ease the pain of all your people. Help us also to see beyond this moment and to embrace the wider
perspective of your whole creation. Deliver us from fear and lead us into a way of love and justice that makes
room for all peoples. Send your spirit among us that we may know the healing power of your love, All this we
ask through your son, Jesus, the reconciler of the world. Amen.

PRAYER FOR COMMUNION

The People say together

God of Love, we thank you for bringing us together in this place, on this day to honor and to celebrate
you and your People, the living, loving Body of Christ. Jesus told his disciples, “Whenever two or three
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Bless this gathering as a sacramental rite, a visible
sign of your love for us, and our love for one another. Even in the absence of the bread and the wine, let
us feed on You, your Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in our hearts, with faith and thanksgiving.
Amen.

BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people

May our hearts feel the song of the meadowlark, our minds the clearness of the mountain air, and our souls the
freedom of the soaring eagle. May our faith be renewed as the creek in spring, may we celebrate the saving
redemption of the Cross in all its mysteries, may we always feel the love of the community of Christ. And may
the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer and Giver of Life, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

Deacon		 Alleluia, Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People			
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE									

Corrente in B-flat major (Bach)

Need help? Reach out to us confidentially at beloved@stjohnsjackson.org
call us at 307-733-2603.
Consider giving online or text to give at 73256 with the message SJCJackson.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.
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