Sunday, March 22, 2020
The Season of Lent

WORSHIP OVER THE WEB

Welcome to our worship, please be patient with us, we’re trying to figure this out together.

Andy Goldsworthy | Sticks Framing a Lake

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT OF QUIET

Our service begins with the ringing of a bell and moment of intentional quiet.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Clergy Leader		
People			

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

God of Love, you know our inner-most thoughts and the deepest secrets of our hearts. Holy Spirit, move into
our lives with your mercy and forgiveness, cleanse us and make us whole, so that we are ready to serve you and
your creation with love. Amen.
Clergy Leader		
Lord, have mercy.
People			
Christ, have mercy.
Clergy Leader		
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Clergy Leader		
The Lord be with you.
People 		
And also with you.
Clergy Leader		
Let us pray. Gracious God, Your son, Jesus, came down from heaven to be the true bread
giving life to the world: Give us this bread forever, that he may live in us, and we in him. We ask these prayers
in the name of one God, Holy Trinity. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The People Sit

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures
1 Samuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel.
Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take
a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord
commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to
the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked
on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab,
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel,
and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
Clergy 		
People			

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
Typically, we read the Psalms responsively. While separated, let’s read the Psalms in unison as a symbol of our enduring connection.

1

The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2

He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5

You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
John 9:1-9
Deacon
People		

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night
is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am
the man.”
Deacon
People		

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON					

Jimmy Bartz, Brian Nystrom, Mary Erickson

During our time of worship over the web, our sermons will be a conversation among the clergy leading worship.

CHRISTIAN AFFIRMATION IN A TIME OF UNCERTAINTY
We believe in God the Creator;
who reminds us, in the drawing of every new day,
that new life is possible.
We believe in the wonder and grandeur of a universe
where the whole of life is called to live
in harmony of care
We believe in Jesus Christ,
who prayed in the mountains of peace,
and brought us the Word
in mustard seeds and fig trees of blessing,
whose footsteps touched the earth in love
and who invites us to follow.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
whose wisdom often lies
embedded in ancient peoples.
They trod lightly across deserts and
lived gently among plants and creatures.
They reached respectfully for the mystery,
which is God with us,
the one who never leaves us or forsakes us.
We believe in the everlasting hope,
the great calling of the people of God, the church,
for the transforming of all things,
which is possible in God.
Amen.
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MUSIC				 Kirsten Farney, vocalist, David Wagner, piano
Music has the ability to transport and transform us. In times that are disturbing,
dark and difficult we look to music to inspire hope, light and peace. A haunting
yet familiar tune imbued with uplifting lyrics already committed to memory can
metamorphose into an anthem for these times - a way of rewriting our story from
the recycled bones of old ones, reminding us of a truth we always knew but forgot.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Clergy Leader and People pray responsively

Clergy Leader
With all our heart and mind, let us pray to God, saying: O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
In this time of confusion, vulnerability and uncertainty, let us pray to God.
O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That our spiritual leaders may serve your people in ways that demonstrate your
love and healing power, let us pray to God. O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That the leaders of this nation, and all others in authority, may be guided by your
Wisdom, and find strength and courage to know and accomplish your purposes in
the midst of these troubling times, let us pray to God. O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That all peoples of the earth, especially the most vulnerable among us, be kept safe,
let us pray to God. For the special needs of our congregation, especially those on
our parish prayer list.
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

That we, your people may find joy in compassion and unity, that we may find new
ways to connect and love one another, let us pray to God. In thanksgiving for those
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries:
O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That we may have patience as your work in the world unfolds. That we do not fall
into despair but rise in hope, let us pray to God. O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.
That those who have died may find peace and joy among the communion of saints,
let us pray to God.
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

O God, in your goodness,
hear our prayer.

Clergy Leader
God whose vision spans all the ages of the earth, help us to see beyond this
moment and to embrace the wider perspective of your whole creation. Deliver
us from fear and lead us into a way of love and justice that makes room for all
peoples. Send your Spirit among us that we may know the healing power of your
love. All this we ask through your son, Jesus, the reconciler of the world. Amen.

BLESSING		

The Priest blesses the people

THE PEACE

The People stand as able
Clergy Leader		

People			

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Need help? Reach out to us confidentially at beloved@stjohnsjackson.org
or leave a message at 307-733-2603.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.
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