
WELCOME!
 We are delighted to have you with us today. You are invited to God’s table to receive communion and to share 
in our community. If you are visiting, please introduce yourself and fill out a Welcome Card. Place the card in 
the offering plate or hand it to an usher. If you are looking for a church to call home, you are welcome here!

CHILDREN AT ST. JOHN’S
Children’s Chapel is offered for ages ten and under during the Gospel and Sermon, with infant and toddler care 
in the nursery. We enjoy a family worship service and Children’s Sermon on the second Sunday of the month.

Sunday, december 31, 2017
FirSt Sunday aFter chriStmaS

10:00 a.m. holy euchariSt

baptiSm

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING HYMN         “Joy To the World” vs. 1, 2, 4, The Hymnal 100
The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening           

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant   There is one Body and one Spirit;
People   There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People   One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.

The flowers on the Altar are  provided by Dine Dillenback in memory of Bob Dellenback.



Celebrant   Let us pray. Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The People Sit
a reading From the hebrew ScriptureS 
iSaiah 61:10-62:3
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments 
of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For 
Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the 
dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

pSalm 147:13-21
Remaining seated, the Lector and the People say the Psalm responsively

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *
  praise your God, O Zion;   
14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
  he has blessed your children within you.   
15 He has established peace on your borders; *
  he satisfies you with the finest wheat.   
16 He sends out his command to the earth, *
  and his word runs very swiftly.   
17 He gives snow like wool; *
  he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.  
18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
  who can stand against his cold?  
19 He sends forth his word and melts them; *
  he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.  
20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
  his statutes and his judgments to Israel.  
21 He has not done so to any other nation; *
  to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!

a reading From the new teStament

galatianS 3:23-25; 4:4-7
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore 
the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE                                                                                                 “Angels We Have Heard on High” The Hymnal 96
The People stand as able for the hymn and the Gospel                                                                                 
Verses 1-3 are sung before the Gospel and verse 4 is sung after the Gospel

THE HOLY GOSPEL
John 1:1-18
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON    Brian Nystrom
The People may be seated                                                                  
A moment of silence will be observed for reflection after the sermon



PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE
Celebrant   The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents & Sponsors  I present Evelyn Scott Overdyke to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Celebrant   Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
   Christian faith and life?
Parents & Sponsors I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you by your prayers and witness help this child grow into the full stature of Christ? 
Parents & Sponsors I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant   Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Parents & Sponsors I renounce them.
Celebrant   Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Parents & Sponsors I renounce them.
Celebrant   Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Parents & Sponsors I renounce them.
Celebrant   Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Parents & Sponsors I do.
Celebrant   Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Parents & Sponsors I do.
Celebrant   Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Parents & Sponsors I do.
Celebrant   Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in  
   Christ?
People   We will.
Celebrant   Let us join with this person who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own   
   baptismal covenant. 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT   
The People stand as able
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy  
  Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,   
  and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended to   
  heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living   
  and the dead.
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the    
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.



PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE
Celebrant  Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of   
  new birth.     
After each petition by the Leader, the response from the People will be ‘Lord, hear our prayer.’ 
  Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
  Open her heart to your grace and truth.
  Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
  Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
  Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
  Send her into the world in witness to your love.
  Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Celebrant  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ  
  your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him  
  to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved 
in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism 
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those 
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue 
for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM
Celebrant  Evelyn, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,   
  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Celebrant  Evelyn, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as  
  Christ’s own for ever. Amen.
Celebrant  Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the  
  Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness  
  of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O   
  Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart,  
  the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you,  
  and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
Celebrant  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
People  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of   
  Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in  
  his eternal priesthood.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
Southern Africa

Partner Parishes
Church of St. John the 
Baptist, Hastings, England
Santa Maria Magdalena, 
Favorito, Cuba 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
Church of the Good 
Shephard, Sundance

Serving in the Military
Lt. Cdr. Chris Hover
Lt. Wolf Klotz
Capt. Drake Kuebler

In Need of Comfort
Mo Aubrecio
Bob Barr
Stan Burch
The Cook Family
Meghan Davis
Jeff Deming
Destiny Gonzales
The Haas Family
Frank Halcromb
Donald Hardie
The Henderson Family
Jonna Holden
Ernie LaBelle
Bronwyn Macfarlane
Kelly Neubauer
John Oaks
Peightal/MacGregor Families 
Cora Schwabacher 
Susie Sheffield
Allison & Francisco Silveira
Nanci Steveson
Sarah Turner
Becky Vogelheim
Juliana Walton
The Windfield Family

Celebrating Birthdays
Kathleen Eastman
Mary Margaret Grassell
Jon Hirtle
Scott Jones
Rob Kass
Hannah Kiichler
Bev McIlnay
Mark Newcomb
Eddie Owens
Campbell Prichard
Katrina Ryan
Ray Short
Steve Unfried

Celebrating Anniversaries
Bob & Sharon Baker
Burke & Carole Baker
Derek & Margaret Hutton
Tom & Katy Klotz
Steve & Amy Unfried



BAPTISMAL HYMN                                                   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” The Hymnal 490
The People remain standing

THE PEACE
The People stand as able
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The People sit. The Revelations Newsletter is available in the Narthex and Hansen Hall for more information on what is happening 
around the parish.



THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY           “Come Running” by Van Morrison, Kirsten Farney, soloist

PRESENTATION HYMN                  “In the Lord” Taize Songbook
The People stand as able

GREAT THANKSGIVING                     bcp: euchariStic prayer a, p. 361
The People remain standing

SanctuS                                                                       “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” Wonder, Love, and Praise 850
The Celebrant & the People sing together  

The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues with the Great Thanksgiving

BREAKING OF THE BREAD                                                     
As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept         “Jesus is Lord” Cry Hosanna 33

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.



This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast. Children of any age and people of any denomination are welcome to receive 
communion. The bread will be placed in your hand. Please drink from the chalice of wine. If you prefer, leave the bread in your palm and 
the Eucharistic Minister will dip it in the wine and place the bread on your tongue. You may also receive the bread only and return to your 
seat. Gluten-free hosts are available upon request. If you are unable to come forward, but desire Communion, please notify an usher. If, for 
whatever reason, you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come forward for a blessing by crossing your arms. 
A member of St. John’s Healing Ministry is available to be a companion in prayer in the Columbarium during Communion. 

COMMUNION HYMNS          
The People are invited to sing                   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” The Hymnal 324
                     “Away in a Manger, No Crib For His Bed” The Hymnal 101

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
The People kneel or stand as able
Celebrant  Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING  
The Priest blesses the people

CLOSING HYMN    “Go Tell It on the Mountain” The Hymnal 99

THE DISMISSAL
As the procession passes down the aisle, you are invited to face the doors of the church for the Dismissal
Deacon  Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

POSTLUDE

Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors
If there are Eucharistic Visitors to send forth the following is said
Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may     
   share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People   We who are many are one Body, because we all share one Bread, one Cup. 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!
To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.

The Reverend Jimmy Bartz, Rector
The Reverend Brian Nystrom
The Reverend Suzanne Harris 
The Reverend Mary Erickson
Pam Phillips, Music Director

Kirsten Farney, Music Assistant
Margaret Hutton, Director of Faith, Care & Action

Catherine Morahan, Director of the Children’s & Youth Community
Pam Woodson, Parish Life

Robyn Reed, Director of Operations
Haley Deming, Communications Director
Nancy Parisee, Administrative Assistant

Liz Collins, Executive Assistant
Lonnie Brown, Browse ‘N Buy Manager

Blakeney Spong, Bright Beginnings Preschool Director


