Sunday, December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

WELCOME! OUR THEME FOR ADVENT IS A LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS
During the season of Advent, our worship begins with a prayer and the lighting of the Advent wreath.

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Peace
God you have given us faith, hope and joy. Forgive us for all the times we have made hurtful choices. In you we
find true peace. Help us to live the peace of your Son in our hearts, in our family and in our world. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

PRELUDE							 			

Ave Maria (Bach-Gounod))

OPENING HYMN
“Creator of the Stars of Night” The Hymnal 60
The People stand as able for the Hymn and opening							

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant		
People			

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant		
Lord, have mercy.
People			
Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant		
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant 		
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
People 		
Celebrant 		
Let us pray. Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

The People Sit

A Reading From the Hebrew Scriptures
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him,
the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” But that same night the word
of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a
house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my
people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you;
and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and
I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.
Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
Lector			
People			

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15 											

The Song of Mary

Typically, we read the Psalms responsively. Online, we will read the Psalms in unison as a symbol of our enduring connection.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading From the New Testament
Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Lector			
People			

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN						

“The King Shall Come when the Morning Dawns”

THE HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 1:26-38
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People		
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Deacon
People		

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON				

The People may be seated
A moment of silence will be observed for reflection after the sermon

THE NICENE CREED

The People stand as able and say together

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

Mary Erickson

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer
Church of Ceylon
Partner Parishes
Church of St. John the
Evangelist, Hastings, England
Santa Maria Magdalena,
Favorito, Cuba
La Gran Familia, Mexico
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Diocesan Staff
Serving in the Military
Pvt. First Class August Boldt
Charlie Ezzell
Pvt. Jacob Farney
Captain Alic Kelso
Lt. Wolf Klotz
Staff Sgt. Brian Luciano
In Need of Comfort
Ken Asel
Eric Bertelson
Paul Blumenauer
Carol Bocker
Rebecca Bollman
Breitenbach Family
Brown Family
Shelly Buell
Holly Buell
Stan Burch
Meghan Davis
Eva Free
Frank Gardner
Amy Glasgow
Caroline Johnson
Dennis Johnson
Katy Klotz
Robin Koop
Edna Larson
Anne Marie Letko
Ned Leyendecker
Julie Mathes
Mary Elizabeth
Sue Mertz
John Oaks
Tony Paulus
Svetlana Polyanskaya
Jim Ross
Emily & John
Kelly Sales
Sue Salzmann
Schmitt Family
Susie Sheffield
DeeDee Sorsby
Mary Talisman
Jim Thomas
Nikki Thompson
Kim Tsamoutales
Tim Turner
Larry
Fr. Ubald
Chandler Vreeland
Cindy Windfield
Celebrating Birthdays
Jamie Barker
Silvia Davila
Henry Driewer
William Driewer
Noelle Johnson
Dick Jones
Samantha Livingston
Chris Mooney
Catherine Morahan
Betsy Murphy
Anne Bell Osler
Sharon Parrott
Leila Sandlin
Jackson Santomauro
Nanci Turner Steveson
Celebrating Anniversaries
Kip & Lin MacMillan
John & Suzanne Whitmore
John & Ann Willot

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Deacon and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for the Church of Ceylon; for our partner
parishes, the Church of St. John the Evangelist in Hastings, England and Santa
Maria Magdalena in Favorito, Cuba; and in our own Diocese of Wyoming we pray
for Diocesan Staff.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially for those on our
parish prayer list and those we now name.
People may add their petitions silently or aloud at this time.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

In thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries:
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, and those we now name, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness
of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant
People		

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The People sit. See the Revelations e-Newsletter for what is happening around the parish or sign up on our website.

ANTHEM											

I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice,
be still, and know I am here.
I am hope for all who are hopeless,
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light,
come and rest in me.
Refrain:
Do not be afraid, I am with you.
		
I have called you each by name.
		
Come and follow me, I will bring you home;
		
I love you and you are mine.
I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name.
I am the Word that leads all to freedom,
I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name, embracing all your pain, stand up, now, walk, and live!

“You Are Mine” (Haas)

THE HOLY COMMUNION
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The People remain standing

Celebrant		
The Lord be with you.
People			
And also with you.
Celebrant 		
Lift up your hearts.
People 		
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 		
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant 		
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
			
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Proper Preface
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
			
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph
			
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant & People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
			
The People kneel or stand as the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant & People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant & People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

As the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept

Celebrant
People		
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

In the Anglican tradition, the sacrament of Holy Communion takes place in a gathering of the whole people of God together,
remembering together, and sharing together in a meal. We look forward to resuming this practice once the present constraints are
relaxed. Witness this holy sacrament as a visible sign of God’s love for us, and our love for one another. Let us welcome God, Father
Son and Holy Spirit into our hearts, with faith and thanksgiving.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

The People kneel or stand as able

Celebrant		
Celebrant 		
& People		

BLESSING

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest blesses the people

CLOSING HYMN

			

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 1, 2, 6, 7 The Hymnal 56

THE DISMISSAL

Deacon		 Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People 		Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

POSTLUDE					

		

“The Angel Gabriel” (Traditional Basque Carol)

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

To learn more about St. John’s Episcopal Church go to our website, stjohnsjackson.org.
Service is live streamed to the internet and available for future views from our website.
Reprint permission for texts and music in this bulletin obtained from Christian Copyright Solutions
with License #12507. All rights reserved.
The Reverend Jimmy Bartz, Rector
The Reverend Brian Nystrom
The Reverend Mary Erickson
The Reverend Suzanne Harris
Ron Fabry, Music Director
Laurie Arnold, Soloist
Catherine Morahan, Director of the Children & Youth Community

