
individuals, lose their way 

sometimes, but the 

principle that Godõs Holy 

Spirit speaks to all of us is 

one deeply ingrained in 

our English history and in 

our theology and liturgical 

practice.   

Soon, as a national church 

we will gather in General 

Convention. I suspect 

there will be some silliness 

and some embarrassing 

moments. But even more 

so there will be prayerful 

people seeking to see 

through the clutter of 

modern living with the 

intention of proclaiming 

Godõs vision for a faithful, 

merciful, just and 

compassionate future.  

Similarly, we are about to 

begin in earnest the 

process of electing the 

next Bishop of Wyoming. 

In our church, the people 

of each congregation send 

representatives to elect a 

(Continued on page 2) 

Brothers & Sisters in 

Christ: 

 You have taught me 

something important in 

our run-up to our time with 

Sandra Day OõConnor in a 

couple of weeks. Together, 

with the Adult Education 

Committee, I have been 

reviewing the questions 

you have proposed we ask 

her on June 20th. It has 

been fascinating what you 

have revealed with these 

submissions.  Justice 

OõConnor was appointed 

as a conservative voice on 

the court. Over time, she 

developed into what the 

pundits called the òswing 

voteó ð she was the one 

whose opinions were most 

hard to predict. What you 

have taught me with your 

questions is how admired 

she is, first of all, but also 

how her personal integrity 

is respected and re-

assuring regardless of how 

one feels about one issue 

or another. Her voice 

carries with it an authority 

that transcends the 

particular politics on an 

issue. Conservatives, 

liberals, and òwhateversó 

know her decisions to be 

carefully considered and 

faithfully rendered. 

In a manner of speaking, 

isnõt that the challenge 

for all of us? Last night on 

The Colbert Report, 

Stephen Cobert referred 

to Protestants as 

òCatholics with Options.ó     

I donõt think he meant 

that in a good way! I do 

think, however, that he is 

on to something. Rather 

than be a religious 

grouping with firm 

boundaries about who is 

welcome, and who is not,  

the Episcopal Church has 

been a group that seeks 

to discover Godõs way 

together.  

Denominations, as well 

as parishes and 

St. Johnõs 

Church:  

We worship & serve 

God,  

know & love Christ,  

and share Christõs love 

by serving others. 
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new bishop.  Clergy and 

laity vote separately and the 

choice is the one who 

receives a majority of both 

groups. Then the larger 

church weighs in as a 

majority of bishops and 

dioceses of the national 

church must ratify the 

choice. Do they always get it 

right? Of course not!  We 

are human beings and 

sometimes we stop up our 

ears even when God is 

shouting at us. I do believe, 

however, that more than 

how we vote or what we 

believe about this issue or 

that, the most important 

characteristic in any church 

is to be a community of 

integrity that struggles to 

discern and apply Godõs life 

(Continued from page 1) and values in our own 

sphere of influence. 

The visit of Justice 

OõConnor is made 

possible by her cousin 

and our seasonal 

member, Alice Oakley.  It 

is a way, a tangible way, 

for us to say òThank youó 

for your faithfulness and 

your commitment to St. 

Johnõs during this year of 

difficulty for so many.  

When we asked you to 

step up so we could 

assist the Valley, you did, 

giving us our largest 

budget ever!  Not only 

that, you have given 

additionally and . . . and, 

you have streamed into 

the office with offers to 

help as volunteers with 

church and community 
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I do believe, 

however, that 

more than how we 

vote or what we 

believe about this 

issue or that, the 

most important 

characteristic in 

any church is to be 

a community of 

integrity é  

        Fr. Ken 

St. Johnõs Welcomes Justice 

Sandra Day OõConnor 

The Rev. J. Kenneth 

Asel, Rector 

Saturday, June 20, 

Hansen Hall 

8:30 ð 10:30 am 

Admission by ticket 

only and restricted to 

St. Johnõs members 

 
Call the office if you need 

a ticket and we will try to 

accommodate you al-

though it is a full house.  

If you are not using your 

ticket, please return it to 

Joni Weed  or Fr. Ken. 

assistance.  Thank you.  

More than ever, our 

ministry is in fact our 

ministry!  Saturday, June 

20 th, is a way to celebrate 

and give thanks for you 

and for Godõs life growing 

in us. 

 

 Godõs peace. 

Fr. Ken 



Calendar 

Tuesday, June 2 WORD Bible Study in 

St. Johnõs underground at 7:30pm 

Tuesday, June 9  WORD Bible Study in 

the underground at 7:30pm 

Tuesday, June 16 WORD Bible Study in 

the underground at 7:30pm 

Tuesday, June 23 Emerging Worship 

Gathering in the underground at 

7:30pm 

Check out our new young adult commu-

nity website: linkjh.com 

We will be planning some activities for 

our returning college students. 

(More information coming) 

Theology on Tap is going to try some-

thing new over the summer 

months. We are going to move out 

of the bar for a bit and try tackling 

some deeper Bible study.  

Tuesday, June 30 WORD Bible Study 

in the underground at 7:30pm 

I hope the beginning of summer 

treats you all well. Be watching your 

virtual mail and PO Boxes for further 

information. As always, if you have 

any questions you are welcome to 

email or call me at: trent@sjecjh.org 

or 733-2603 ext. 104 or Isabel at: 

isabelramaya@gmail.com or 980-

522-0279. 

Trent Moore 

June Youth News 

Young Adult News  

Youth trips in June 

and July... 

Page 3 

Young Life Camp is here! 

High school students will be going to Lost Canyon in Williams, Arizona June 13-21. 

Cost: $450       Web site: lostcanyon.younglife.org 

Middle school students will be going to Breakaway in Gearhart, Oregon July 14-20. 

Cost: $320       Web site: breakaway.younglife.org 

Current 8th grade students are allowed to pick from either camp. 

Current 5th grade students will be allowed to join us at Breakaway. 

THE DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: BREAKAWAY- WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 

Everyone will be receiving a detailed camp packet in early June. Please get in touch 

with me if you have any questions. 

 

Worship for Young People (WYP) will take the summer off during the 9:00am hour on 

Sundays; however, Isabel and I will be in the underground to hangout before the 

10:00am service when we are not on trips. We will also continue our Sunday night 

Youth Meetings throughout the summer when we are not on trips.  

 

We will be hosting a confirmation retreat for a youth group from St. Georgeõs Episcopal 

Church in Nashville, Tennessee June 26th, 27th, and July 2nd. They will be staying in our 

youth space and joining us for worship on June 28th.  

 

Youth Calendar 

Wednesday, June 3  Young Life Club meeting in the youth room from 6:30pm- 

    8:00pm (all 6th-9th grade students welcome) 

Sunday, June 7  Youth room open at 9:00am 

    Youth Meeting from 5:00pm-7:00pm in the underground 

Wednesday, June 10  Young Life Committee meeting at 7:00pm 

June 13-21   Young Life Camp 

Sunday, June 28  Youth room open at 9:00am 

    Youth Meeting from 5:00pm-7:00pm in the underground 

June 2009 

YoungLife Camp Fun! 

Crud wars. 

mailto:trent@sjecjh.org
mailto:isabelramaya@gmail.com
http://sites.younglife.org/camps/LostCanyon/default.aspx
http://breakaway.younglife.org/


Children and Family Minis-

tries Schedule for June 

Sunday, June 7th 

9:45 - 11:30  

Nursery Open 

10:00   

Family Service  

Children join family for 

service.  Childrenõs 

Chapel will take place in 

Hansen Hall during the 

sermon. 

 

Sunday, June 14th 

9:45 - 11:30  

Nursery Open 

10:00  

Family Service ð Pearl 

Olsonõs Baptism 

Children join family for 

service.  Childrenõs 

Chapel will take place in 

Hansen Hall during the 

sermon. 

   

Tuesday, June 16th  

4:00-4:45  

Voice Lessons in Chil-

drenõs Building 

 

Sunday, June 21st 

9:45 - 11:30  

Nursery Open 

10:00   

Family Service  

Children join family for 

service.  Childrenõs 

Chapel will take place in 

Hansen Hall during the 

sermon. 

 

Monday, June 22nd 

3:30 ð 6:00  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Tuesday, June 23rd 

3:30 ð 6:00  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

   

4:00 ð 4:45  

Voice Lessons in Chil-

drenõs Building 

 

Wed., June 24th 

3:30 ð 6:00  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

5ñ6:30  

Church Supper 

6:30   

Womenõs Book Club 

 

Thurs., June 25th 

3:30-6:00  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

6:00   

VBS Family Picnic 

 

Sunday, June 28th 

9:45 - 11:30  

Nursery Open 

10:00  

Family Service  

Children join family for 

service.  Childrenõs 

Chapel will take place 

in Hansen Hall during 

the sermon. 

 

Tuesday, June 30th 

4:00-4:45  

Voice Lessons in Chil-

drenõs Building 

 

Please watch your vir-

tual mailboxes for more 

particulars.  If you are 

not on my email list and 

would like to be, please 

call at 307-733-2603 

ext. 105 or email Mar-

garet@sjecjh.org 

Childrenõs Formation 

Vacation Bible School  

Fun! 

Monday June 22 through 

Thursday June 25 

3:30ñ6 pm 

If you love kids and would 

like to help, join us! 

Contact margaret@ 

sjecjh.org 
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Childrenõs  

Formation  

Committee 
 

Stephanie Abbey, 

Vestry 

Margaret Hutton, 

Staff 

Mary Erickson 

Tory Sanders 

Joy Randall 

Chip Marvin 

Sara Van  

       Genderen 

Amy Rojo 

mailto:Margaret@sjecjh.org
mailto:Margaret@sjecjh.org


Sunday mornings:  

9 -9:45 informal con-

versation in Hansen 

Hall around various top-

ics of the day 

Tuesdays 2 to 4 

p.m.  June 30 to August 4 

Myths, Mystery and 

Meaning of Aging  

Six-week course led by 

the Reverend Suzanne 

Love Harris in St. Johnõs 

Meeting Room.  

Every day the cells of our 

bodies and minds change 

and develop,  according 

to natureõs plan.  We call 

the later stages of this 

natural development 

òaging,ó  and  our culture 

does not always celebrate 

the process.   

Come join me and others 

who want to integrate the 

changes of the coming 

days and years  to be-

come the best human 

beings we can be.  The 

course will include ques-

tions inspired by many 

texts including literature 

(Shakespeareõs òKing 

Lear,ó  Tolstoyõs òThe 

Death of Ivan Ily-

ich,ó);  theology 

(Tillich);  psychology 

(Victor Franklõs òManõs 

Search for Meaning,ó and 

James Hollisõ òFinding 

Meaning in the Second 

Half of Lifeó);  neuropsy-

chology; and even the 

movies (Cocoon).   

Please call the church 

office 733-2603 ext. 

107to register. Class will 

be limited to 20.   

nity for members of the 

parish to join the discus-

sion.  The next Bishop will 

be elected next spring at 

a special convention of 

the diocese.  St. Johnõs 

will have 4 lay delegates 

to the convention as well 

as Dn. Dennis, Father 

Ken, and (hopefully) Mary 

Erickson as an ordained 

deacon, her first step in 

seeking the  priesthood. 

 

June 7th after both of the 

services in town, Ann 

Fontaine and Mary Erick-

son will lead a conversa-

tion on the characteristics 

we would like to see in 

the next Bishop of Wyo-

ming.  They will use a 

model for conversation 

created by the Search 

Committee of the Dio-

cese.  This morning is 

open to all, but will be the 

only organized opportu-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bishop Bruce Caldwell retires  

Summer Adult Formation: Opportunities for Study 

Choosing the Next Bishop of Wyoming 

Summer Bible Study 

at either Valley Books (tell 

them youõre a resident 

and theyõll give you 10% 

off) or online from Ama-

zon. 

 

Wednesday evenings 

6:30 ð 8:00:  

Living Appreciatively.  The 

cost of this class is $25 to 

cover materials.  Couples 

are strongly urged to at-

tend together. Contact Fr. 

Ken for information. 

Wednesday mornings 11 

oõclock, beginning June 

3rd . In the Meeting Room. 

Weõll be reading The First 

Paul by Marcus Borg and 

John Dominic Crossen.  

You should pick up a copy 

Adult Education 

Committee 

 
Jim Ambler 

Elizabeth Masek 

Judith Schmitt 

David Wendt 

Brian Nystrom 

Bruce Hawtin 
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