
spoke eloquently to the 

parishõs sense of mission 

and commitment to 

outreach.  It too was 

remarkable! 

I need to share some 

changes ahead.  The 

2009 budget calls for us 

to hire a Director of 

Mission.  This person will 

have 4 main tasks: to 

develop a program of year 

round stewardship and 

planned giving, to improve 

our internal and external 

communications, to 

coordinate the work of the 

administrative staff, and 

to create a program of 

volunteers.  We anticipate 

this personõs joining our 

staff this spring. 

I have asked the Building 

& Grounds Committee to 

look at St. Johnõs House to 

see what could be done 

economically (read: 

cheaply) to make our 

space more welcoming to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Brothers & Sisters in 

Christ: 

Yesterday we held our 

Annual Parish Meeting.  

We shared stories of 

grace, holiness and 

service. We laughed and 

gave thanks to God for the 

wonderful gift that is the 

Episcopal Church of 

Jackson Hole. 

It was a great centennial 

year!  We looked both 

forward and backward at 

our meeting to celebrate 

the past and dream of our 

future.  We have traveled 

a long way together, and 

yet the call of Jesus Christ 

to be a place of inclusion 

and hope is still strong.  

We can look back with 

gratitude at our efforts to 

plan for our future.  In 

September, with the 

world seemingly crashing 

in around us, no one was 

sure what our finances 

would be for 2008 or 

2009.  Some people were 

unable to complete their 

pledges, but Browse ôn 

Buy revenue and expense 

control gave us an almost 

break-even year. It was 

remarkable!  For 2009, 

our pledge drive began 

late and in similar 

uncertainty. With the help 

of 40 or so new pledges 

we exceeded our plan 

and created a budget 

some 8% larger than 

2008.  It was hard to do 

and fund raising took 

some non-traditional 

forms, but the results 

St. Johnõs Church: 

We worship & serve God,  

know & love Christ,  

and share Christõs love by 

serving others. 
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 From the Rector  

At the Parish Meeting, we noted young 

families are not only a blessing, they are 

our future 



our parishioners and more 

functional for the staff.  We 

anticipate some office 

shuffling after the 

committee finishes its 

report. 

Another change, and not so 

happy of one, is our 

administrative assistant 

Hannah Kahahawai will be 

leaving us.  Some time this 

spring she will join her 

family in returning to Alaska 

ð Wasilla specifically!  

Hannah has been a 

wonderful addition to our 

staff for more than two 

years and we will miss her. 

George Waterhouse and 

Keith Mader completed 

terms on the vestry with the 

congregationõs 

appreciation. John Willott*, 

(Continued from page 1) Wally Ulrich* , Jan 

Friedlund, Stephanie 

Abbey and Jenny Hickey 

were elected (* indicates 

this person was elected 

for the second of two 

eligible terms).  The 

vestry will be instituted in 

prayer during the 10 

oõclock service on 

February 15th. 

I announced the second 

recipient of the Rectorõs 

Award for Christian 

Service but I wonõt write it 

here because the 

recipient was out of town.  

Weõll surprise the winner 

this coming Sunday. 

At the organizational 

meeting that followed the 

10 oõclock service Sunday 

I announced that Patti 

Boyd will continue as 

Senior Warden.  John 

Willott  was elected Junior 

Warden, Ed Schmitt, 

clerk, and Dan Land 

continues as Treasurer. 

I ask your prayers for our 

101st year of ministry.  

We are stewards of a 

great tradition and like 

our forebears in faith, 

face great challenges.  

But God is good and wise 

and faithful.  We shall 

prevail. 

Godõs peace. 

Fr. Ken 
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ò The 2009 budget 

calls for us to hire a 

Director of Mission.  

This person will 

have 4 main tasks: 

to develop a 

program of year 

round stewardship 

and planned giving, 

to improve our 

internal and 

external 

communications, to 

coordinate the work 

of the 

administrative staff, 

and to create a 

program of 

volunteers.ó 

 

            Fr. Ken 

 Gifts, Talents and the Ministry Fair 

The Rev. J. Kenneth 

Asel, Rector 

For the month of Febru-

ary, you have the oppor-

tunity to sign up for the 

various ministries St. 

Johnõs Church offers its 

members and the com-

munity. This might be an 

outward expression of 

your spiritual giftsñ

applying your immense 

talent to the life of the 

church and humanity. 

 

What are the opportuni-

ties?  Sign up to help with 

recycling, landscaping, 

teaching Sunday School, 

helping with our children 

and youth programs, 

helping with food for pa-

rishioners in need of TLC, 

and much  more! 

There is a complete arti-

cle about needs for volun-

teers on page 8ñwe need 

you! 

 

Weõll continue the fair 

through the month of 

February. Call Joni with 

questions: 733-2603 x 

102 or joni@sjecjh.org. 



Tuesday, February 17  Emergent Wor-

ship Gathering and dinner at 7:30pm 

in Hansen Hall 

Tuesday, February 24  Theology on 

Tap at 7:30pm at the Town Square 

Tavern 

Be watching your virtual mail and PO 

Boxes for further information. As al-

Sunday, February 1  Super Bowl Party 

in the youth room starting at 3:45pm 

Tuesday, February 3  Theology on Tap 

at 7:30pm at the Town Square Tav-

ern 

Tuesday, February 10  Theology on 

Tap at 7:30pm at the Town Square 

Tavern 

ways, if you have any questions 

you are welcome to email or call 

me at: trent@sjecjh.org or 733-

2603 ext. 104 or Isabel at: isabel-

ramaya@gmail.com or 980-522-

0279. 

February Youth News  

Young Adult News  

YoungLife Camps: 

High School Students 

are going to Lost 

Canyon, Arizona in 

June 

Middle School 

Students are going to 

Breakaway, on the 

Oregon coast in July 

Page 3 

It is time to start thinking about YOUNGLIFE CAMP! 

High school students will be going to Lost Canyon in northern Arizona June 13-21. 

Cost: $450 

Middle school students will be going to Breakaway on the coast of Oregon July 14-20. 

Cost: $320 

Current 8th grade students are allowed to pick from either camp. 

Current 5th grade students will be allowed to join us at Breakaway. 

Weekly Confirmation schedule for Mentors and Students: 

Feb. 8-14 Section 1: Starting Out 

Feb. 15-21 Section 2: The Old Covenant: God and Israel 

Feb. 22-28 Section 3: The New Covenant: Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 

Sunday, February 1  Light Breakfast in the childrenõs building 9:00 am 

  Worship for Young People 9:30 am 

  Communion with family 10:30 am 

Monday, February 5  YoungLife Committee meeting at 6:30pm in the youth room  

Wednesday, February 4 Youth Meeting from 6:30pm-8:30 pm in the youth room (all 6th-9th 

grade students and friends welcome) 

Sunday, February 8 Light Breakfast in the childrenõs building 9:00 am 

 Worship for Young People 9:30 am 

 Communion with family 10:30 am 

Monday, February 9  YoungLife Leader meeting at 7:00 pm in the youth room 

Wednesday, February 11  YoungLife Club meeting in the youth room from 6:30pm-8:00 pm 

(all 6th-9th grade students welcome) 

Sunday, February 15 Light Breakfast in the childrenõs building 9:00 am 

  Worship for Young People 9:30 am 

  Communion with family 10:30 am 

Wednesday, February 18  Youth Meeting from 6:30pm-8:30 pm in the youth room (all 6th-9th 

grade students and friends welcome) 

Sunday, February 22 Light Breakfast in the childrenõs building 9:00 am 

   Worship for Young People 9:30 am 

   Communion with family 10:30 am 

Monday, February 23 YoungLife Leader meeting at 7:00pm in the youth room 

Wednesday, February 25   YoungLife Club meeting in the youth room from 6:30pm-8:00 pm 

(all 6th-9th grade students welcome) 

Friday, February 27 Youth Babysitting Fundraiser in the youth room from 6:00-9:00 pm 

(Please RSVP to Trent by 2/26/2009 at 5:00 pm)    
 

Please remember to bring Isabel and me copies of your sports/arts schedules so we can come watch you 

do your thing! Be watching your virtual mail and PO Boxes for further information.  

As always, if you have any questions you are welcome to email or call me at: trent@sjecjh.org or 733-2603 

ext. 104 or Isabel at: isabelramaya@gmail.com or 980-522-0279. 

February 2009 
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Sunday Morning Childrenõs 

Programs 

NewbornsñAge 2 

8:50-11:30 The Nursery is 

Open 

Ages 3ñ5 

8:50-11:30 The Preschool 

Room is Open 

Kindergartenñ12th Graders 

9:00ñ9:45 Light Breakfast 

and getting to know each 

other 

9:45ñ10:45 Sunday School 

10:45 Join Families in 

Church for Holy Communion 

 

Communion Instruction  

Begins for children in 

mid-February.   

Please contact Margaret 

Hutton for more informa-

tion. 

 

Youth Group Babysitting  

Friday, February 27  
6:00-9:00 pm 
Youth Room  
RSVP  Trent@sjecjh.org  
 

Family Service and   

Communion  

February 8th at 10 am 

Seamstresses Wanted 

Our Epiphany Pageant 

costumes are looking a 

little tired.  We will pro-

vide the patterns and fab-

ric, if you will provide the 

love and talent of sewing. 

Contact  

Margaret@sjecjh.org 

Parenting Book Club 

February 18 from 

6:00ñ-8:00 pm 

Margaretõs office 

to discuss 

The Middle Place  

by Kelly Corrigan 

New Parenting Section in 

Church Library 

Be sure to check out the 

new parenting books in 

the church library. 

They can be found in the 

òYouthó section. 

Book donations welcome! 

Childrenõs Formation 

For Parents  

ST. JOHNõS WACKY WONKA WEDNESDAYS 

All Preschoolers 

through 5th  

Graders Welcome! 

RSVP marga-

ret@sjecjh.org 

Instructed Ash  

Wednesday Service 

Our Wacky Wonka 

Wednesdays 

will begin with a service in 

the chapel 

February 25th at 4:00 pm 

Contact Margaret@ 

sjecjh.org 

February 25 -

April 8  

3:30-5:30 pm 

Pizza Dinner for the 

Family available at 

5:30 

Page 4 Revelations  

Lent: Pizza 

Dinner and Fun 

Program for 

children 



Stewardship led by Brian 

Nystrom with Bo Ross 

(author of The Legend of 

Colton H. Bryant), David 

Wendt (Jackson Hole 

Center for Global Affairs), 

and others. 

 

Beginning March 1, The 

Outreach Committee will 

be studying Poverty in 

Jackson Hole as the Adult 

Sunday School class dur-

ing the Lenten Sea-

son.  We will be inviting 

speakers from Commu-

nity Resource Center and 

the Latino Resource Cen-

ter as well as others to 

discuss the needy in our 

community and what we 

can do to assist 

them.  Classes will be 

held in the Buchenroth 

classroom at 9:00 am 

each Sunday during 

Lent.  Stay tuned for 

more details. 

Father Ken will be offer-

ing a 7 week course on 

Appreciative Inquiry for 

Couples beginning in late 

February.  The cost is $25 

per person to cover the 

cost of materials.  It will 

be on Wednesday eve-

nings from 5:30 ð 6:45.  

Sign the list in Hansen 

Hall so we can order the 

proper number of books. 

The deadline to order 

books is February 1st. 

have to want to be an inquir-

ing soul who wishes to ex-

pand your knowledge of how 

we got to where we are and 

who we are! 

The course is written by the 

University of the South lo-

cated in Sewanee, TN.  The 

material encourages lively 

discussions in our groups as 

we explore the Bible and the 

growth of the church 

throughout history. Yes, 

there is homework! Each 

lesson most likely will take 

up 2-3 hours of reading time 

each week. The good news 

is that there are no tests!  

I know it is only January, but 

it is time to start thinking 

about joining our study of 

the Bible and the history of 

Christianity. 

EfM is a 4 year course be-

ginning with the Old Testa-

ment (1st year) going on to 

the New Testament (2nd 

year), then studying the 

early centuries of the 

churchõs development (3rd 

year) and concluding with 

the 19th, 20th and 21st Cen-

turies (4th year).  You donõt 

have to be a scholar to study 

EfM nor do you have to be a 

Bible expert.  You simply 

We encourage everyone to 

keep up with the readings. 

There are times that stu-

dents may need to miss 

class.   

There are two EfM groups.  

One meets Thursday morn-

ings at 9 and is over at ap-

proximately 11.  The other 

group meets Tuesday eve-

nings at 6:30 and is over at 

9.  Dan Land and I mentor 

the Thursday group while 

Becky Strout and Brian 

Nystrom mentor the evening 

group. This is a big commit-

ment, but you can take it 

one year at a time!  We have 

Adult Formation: Sunday at 9 am in the Buchenroth Room  

E f M: Education for Ministry 

Lenten Studies 

Fr. Ken will lead a Mon-

day brown bag discussion 

beginning March 2nd.  

Weõll talk over various 

parts of the book and 

watch segments of the 

film What the (Bleep), 

which is about quantum 

physics.  You can also 

read the book on your 

own. 

 

This Sunday (February 1) 

is the deadline to sign up 

to purchase The Lumi-

nous Web,  by Barbara 

Brown Taylor.  This book 

looks at the connections 

between science & relig-

ion.  For those who would 

like to discuss the book, 

You donõt have to be a 

scholar to study EFM nor 

do you have to be a Bible 

expert.  You simply have 

to want to be an inquiring 

soul who wishes to 

expand your knowledge of 

how we got to where we 

are and who we are! 

 

 ñJudith Schmitt 
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February theme:  Stewardship 

February 2009 

participants who will occasion-

ally take a hiatus between a 

year now and then.  Our 

classes have no more than 12 

members.     

I would encourage all who 

have an interest (even an ink-

ling of an interest!) to speak 

with those who are taking the 

classes and the mentors to 

find out what EFM is all about.  

I promise to those of you who 

enroll that you will find this 

course exciting and stimulat-

ing! 

Blessings, 

Judith Schmitt 
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